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ACTS XVII. 27. 


That they ſhould ſeek the Lord, if haply they might 
feel after him, and find him : though he be not 
far from every one of us; for in him we Live, 
and Move, and have our Being. | 


Have ſaid enough in my laſt, to ſhew the 
fitneſs and pertinency of the Apoſtle's Dif- 
courſe to the Perſons he addfeſs'd to: 
whereby it ſufficienily appears that he was 

no Babbler, as ſome of the Athenian Rabble re- 
proach'd him ; not a omgwrdtye, a bulic prating 
Fellow ; as in another language they ſay Sermo- plum. 
nes ſerere and Rumores ſerere in a like mode of 5". 
Expreſſion ; that he did not talk at random, bur 

| was tthroughly acquainted with the ſeveral hu- 

| mors and opinions of his Auditors; and as Moſes 
was learned in all the Wiſdom of the Ag yptians, 
ſo it 1s manifeſt from this Chapter alone, if no- 
thing cle had been now extant , that. St. Pal 
was a great Maſter in all the Learning of the 
Greeks. One thing further, I ſhall obſerve from 
the words of the Text, before I enter upon the 
Subjz& which I propoſed ; Thar it requires ſome 
Induſtry and Conſideration to find out the Being 

| of God ; we mult ſeek the Lord and feel after him, 

Le _ | before 
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betore we can find him by the. Light of Nature. 
The ſearch mdecd 1s not very tedious, nor difh- 
cult; He is not far from every one of us; for in him 
we live, and move, and have our Being, The con- 
ſideraton of our Mind and Underſtanding, 


which 1s an incorporcal Subſtance independent: 


from Mactter ; and the contemplation of our own 
Bodies, which have all the tamps and characters 
of cxc.llent Contrivance; theſe alone, though 
we look upon nothing abroad, do very calily 


-and proximately guide us tothe wiſe Author of 


all things. But however, as we fſce from our 


Text, ſome Thought and Mediation are neceſla- 


ry to it; and a man may poſſibly be ſo ſtupid, 
or wilfully ignorant or perverſe, as not to have 


God in all his thoughts, or to ſay in his heart, 


There is none. And this being obſerved, we have 


an effeftual anſwer to that Cavil of the Atheiſts ; 


who make it an objection againſt the Being of 
God, that they do not diſcover him without any 
Application , in ſpite of their corrupt Wills 
and debauch'd Underſtandings. It, ſay they, 
ſuch a God, as we are told of, had created and 
formed us ; ſurely he would have left upon our 
Minds a native and indeleble Infcription of Him- 
ſelf; whereby we muſt needs have felt him, even 
without ſeeking ; and believed in him,whether we 


would or no. $2 that theſe Ath-iſts being con- 
| {cious 
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ſcious to themſelves,. that they are void of fuch | 
Belief, which they ſay) if God was, would ac- 
eually and neceſſarily be in them, do bring their 
own wicked Doubring and Denying of God as 
Evidence againſt His Exiſtence; and maketheir 
very Infidelity an argument for it ſelf. To which 
we reply, That God hath endued Mankind with 
/\ Powers and Abilities, which we call Natural 
Light, and Reaſon, and Common Senſe; by the | 
due ufe of which we cannot miſs of the Diſcoye- 4 
ry of his Being; and this 15 ſufficient. But as to- 
any other original Notion and Propoſition, that 
God 4s, aCtually imprinted on us, antecedently ta 
all uſe of our Facultics, we may afhrm againſt 
the Atheiſts, that the abſence of ſuch a Notion: | 
| doth not give the leaſt preſumption againſt the 

Truth of Religion: becauſe, though God be 
ſuppoſed to be, yet thatNotion diftinct from our: 
| * Faculties would not be requiſite ; nor 1s it. pre- 
|” tended to by Religion. Firfl, it would not be. 
requiſite ; becauſe wuhout any ſuch primitive 
Impreſtion, we can ca(ily attain to the knowledge 
of the Deity by the ſole uſe of our Natural Rea- 
ſon. And again, ſuch an !mpreflion would have 
render'd the Belief of a God irreſiſtible and necel- 
ſary, and thereby have bereaved it of all that 1s- 
good and acceptable in it. For as by taking away 


the Freedom of Human Will, and making us: 
1 mere. 
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mere Machins under Fatal ties and 1mpulſes, it 


- would deftroy the very nature of Moral Vertue: 


ſo likewiſe as to: Faith, there would be nothing 
worthy of praiſe and recompence 1n 1t, zf rhere 
were leftno poſſibility of Doubring or Denying, 
And ſecondly, ſuch a radical Truth, that God z, 
ſpringing up together with the eſſence of the 
Soul, and previous to all other Thoughts, is not 
pretended to by Religion. No ſuch thing, that [ 
know of, 1s affirmed or ſuggeſted by the Scrip- 
tures. There are ſeveral Topics there uſed a- 
gainſt the Atheiſm and Idolatry of the Heathens; 
ſuch as the viſible marks of Divine Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs in the works of the Creation, the vital 
Union of Souls with Matter, and the admirable 
Structure of Animate Bodies, and the like. Bur 
if our Apoſtle: had: afſerced ſuch an Anticipating 
Principle engraven upon our Souls before all 
Exerciſe of Reaſon ; 'what did he talk of ſeeking 
the Lord, if haply they might feel after him and 
find him : ſeeing that if the knowledge of him 
was 1n that manner innate and perpetual, there 
would. be no occaſion of ſeeking, nor any hap 


'or hazard in the finding ? Such an Inſcription 


would be ſelf-evident without any Ratiocination 
or Study, and could not fail conſtantly to exert 


its Energy in their Minds. What did he talk of . 
the Unknorn God and ignorantly worſhipping ; 


when 
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when if ſucly an Original Signature were always 
inherent in their hearts ; God could: not be un- 
known to, or 1gnorantly werſhipp'd- by any ? 
That primary Propoſition would haye been clear, 
and diſtinct, and. efficacious, and univerſal in the 


© minds of men. Sr. Par therefore, it appears, 


had no apprehenſion of ſuch a Firſt Notion; nor 


- made uſe of it for an argument ; which -(ſeeing. 


that whoſoever hath ic, muſt needs know that. 


| he hath 1t) if ic be not believed before by the 


Adverfary, is falſe ; andif it be believed, is ſu- 
perfluous: and is of ſo frail and brittle a texture, 
that whereas other arguments are not anſwered 
by bare denying. without contrary Proof, the 
mere doubting and disbelieving of this muſt be 
granted to be ipſo fatto the breaking and confu- 
13g of if, Thus much therefore. we have pro- 
ved againſt the Atheiſt ; that ſuch an original 
irreſiſtible Notion 1s neither requiſite upon ſup- 


- poſition of a Deity, nor 1s pretended to by Re- 


Iigion ; fo that neither the Abſence of it 1s ary 
argument againſt the Being of God, nor a ſup- 
poſed falſe Aflertion of it an objection againſt 
the Scripture. *Tis enough, that all are furniſh'd 
with ſuch Natural -Powers and Capacines ; that 
if they ſcriouſly reflect., it they. ſeek the Lord 
with meditation and {tudy, they cannot fail-of 
finding and diſcovering him: whereby God is 


not. 
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not /eft without witneſs, but the Atheiſts without 
excuſe. And now 1 haſte to the Second Propo- 
ſition deduced from the Text, and the argument 
of my preſent Diſcourſe, That the Organical 
Structure of Human Bodies, -whereby they are 
fitted to live, and move, and be vitally informed 
by the Soul, is unqueſtionably the workman- 


ſhip of a moſt wiſe, and powerfull, and benefi- | 


cent Maker. 

Firſt, *tis allowed and acknowledged by all 
parties; that the Bodics of Men and other Ani- 
mals are excellently well fitted for Life, and 
Motion, and Senſation ; and the ſeveral Parts 
of them well adapted and accommodated to 
their particular FunEtions. The Eye 1s very 
proper and meet for ſeeing, the Tongue for ta- 
ſting and ſpeaking, the Hand for holding and 
lifting , and ten thouſand Operations beſide : 
and fo for the inward Parts; the Lungs are ſui- 
table for Reſpiration, the Stomach for Concocti- 
on, the Lacteous Veſſels for the Reception of 
the Chyl:, the Heart for the Diſtribution of the 
Blood to all the Parts of the Body. This is mat- 
ter of Fact, and beyond all diſpute ; and in ef- 
fe&t is no more than to ſay, that Animals are Ani- 
mals; for it they were deprived of theſ: Quali- 
fications, they could not be ſo. This therefore 
1s not the matter in Queſtion between us and 


the 
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the Atheiſts : But the Controverſie is here, We, 

| when we conſider ſo many conſtituent parts in 
the Bodies of Men, all admirably compacted 
into ſo noble an*Engine; 1n zach of the very 
Fingers, for example, there are Bones, and 
Griſtles, and Ligaments, and Mcmbrancs, and 
Muſcles, and Tendons, and Nerves, and Arte- 
ries, and Veins, and Skin, and Cuticle, and 
Nail ; together with Marrow, and Fat, and 
Blood, and other Nutritious Juices; and all choſe 
Solid parts of a determinate S1zz, and Figure, 
and Texture, and Situation; and each of them 
made up of Myriads of little Fibres and Fila- 
ments, not diſcoverable by the naked Eye: I 
ſay, when We conſider how innumerable parts 
muſt conſtitute ſo ſmall a member, as the Fin- 
ger, we cannot look upon it or the whole Body, 
wherein appears ſo much Fitneſs, and Uſe, and 
Subſerviency to infinite Funftions, any other- 
4* wiſe than as the effe&t of Contrivance and Skill, 
and conſequently the Workmanſhip of a moſt In- 

telligent and Beneficent Being. And though 

now the Propagation of Mankind is in aferttled 

method of Nature, the inſtrument of God; yet 

. we affirm thar its farſt Produttion was by theim- 
mediate Power of the Almighty Author of Na- 
rure : and that all ſucceeding Generations of 


Men are the Progeny of one prumitive Couple. . 
B This 
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MseSedi- 
a4 TAG 
vs. 

Eph. 4-14. 


This 15 a Religious man's account of the Frame 
and Origination of himſelt. * Now the Atheiſts. 
agree with us, as to the Firn.ſs of Man's Body 
and its ſeveral parts to their various Operations 
and Functions (for that is viſible and paſt all 
contradiction ) bur they vehemently impugn, 
and horribly dread the Thought, That this Uſe- 
fulneſs of the Parts and the Whole ſhould firſt 
ariſe from Wiſdom and Delign. So that here 
w1ll be the point 1n debate, and the ſubje&t of 
our preſent Undertaking ; Whcther this acknow- 
ledged Fitneſs of Humane Bodies muſt be attri- 
buted; as we fay, to a wiſe and good God: or, 
as the Atheiſts averr, to dead, ſenſleſs Matter. 
They have contrived ſeveral tricks and methods 
of Deceit, one repugnant to anorher, to eyade (if 
poſſible) thismoſt cogent Proof of a Deity ; All 
which I will propoſe and refute; and I hope to 
make it appear , that here , as indeed every 
where, but here certainly, 1n the great Drama- 
tick Poem of Nature, 1s dignus Deo vindice Nodus, 
ancceſlity of introducing a God. 

And firſt, I will anſwer what Exceptions they 
can have againſt Our Account : and ſecondly, 
I will confute- all the Reaſons and -Explications 
they: can give of their own. 

i. Firft, I will anſwer what Exceptions they 
can have againſt Our account of the Production 


of. 
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of Mankind. And they may object, Thar 
che Body it ſelf, though pretty good 1n its kind 
and upon Their Hypotheſis, nevertheleſs doth not 
look like the workmanſhip of fo great a Maſter, 


-as 1s pretended by Us ; that Infinice Wiſdom and 


Goodneſs and Power would have beſtowed up- 
on us more Senſes than five, or at leaſt theſe five 
11a much higher Perfection; that we could ne- 
ver have come our of the Hands of the Almigh- 
ty, ſo ſubj-& ro numerous Diſeaſes, ſo obaoxr 
ous to violent Deaths, and at beſt of ſuch a ſhort 
and tranſitory Life. They can no more aſcribe 
ſo ſorry an Effect to an Omniſcient Cauſe, than 
ſome ordinary piece of Clock-work with a very 
few motions and uſes, and thoſe continually 
out of order, and quickly at an end, tothe beſt 
Artiſt of the Age. But to this we reply : Firſt, 
as tothe Five Senſes ; it would be raſh indecd to 
affirm, That God, though he had pleaſed, could 
not have cendued us with more. But thus much 
we may averr, That though the Power of God 
be infinite and perfect , yet the Capacities of 


Matter are within limits and bounds. Why. 


then doth the Atheiſt ſuſpect, that there may 
poſſibly bz any more ways of Senſation, than 


what we haye already? Hath he any Idea, or 


Notion, or Diſcovery of any more? So far 
from that, that he cannot make any addition or 
B 2 progreſs 
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progrels in thoſe very Senſes he hath, further 
than they themfelves have informed him. He 
cannot imagine one new Colour, or Taſte, or 
Smell, befide thoſe that have actually fallen un- 
der his reſpective Senſes. Much leſs can he that 
is deſtitute of an entire Senſe, have any Idea 
or Repreſentation of it ; as one that 1s born Deaf 
hath no Notion of Sounds; or Blind, of Co- 
lours and Light. It then the Atheiſt can have 
no Imagination of more Senſes than five, why 
doth he ſuppoſe that a Body is capable of more 2 
If we had double or triple as many, there might 
{till be the ſame ſuſpicion for a greater number 
without end; and therefore in both caſes *cis 
equally unreaſonable and groundleſs. Secondly 
we affirm, that our Senſes have that degree of 
perfection, which 1s moſt fit «and ſuitable ro our 
Eſtate and Condition. If the Eye were ſo pier- 
cing, as to deſcry even opake and little obj.cts a 
hundred Leagues off, it: would do us little ſer- 
vice; it would be terminated by neighbouring 
Hills and Woods, or in the largeſt and eveneit 
Plain by the very Convexity of the Earth: un- 
leſs we could always inhabit the tops.of Moun- 
rains and Clifts, or had Wings too to fly aloft, 
when we had a mind to take a Proſpect. And. 
if mankind had had Wings (as perhaps ſome ex- 
trayagant Athcift may think us deficient inthat) 
all. 
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all the world muſt have conſented to clip them 


or elſe Humane Race had been extinct before - 


this time, nothing upon that ſuppoſition being 
ſake from Murder and Rapine. Or if the Eye 
were ſo acute, as to rival the fineſt Microſcopes, 
and to diſcern the ſmallett Hair upon the leg of a 
Gnar, it would be a curſe and not a blifling to 
us; it would make all things appear rugged and 
deformed; the moſt finely poliſh'd Chryſtal 
would be uneven and rough: The ſight of our 
own ſelves would aftright us: The ſmootheſt 
Skin would be beſet all over with ragged Scales, 


and briſtly Hairs. And beſide, we could not 


ſee at one view above what is now the ſpace of 
an Inch, and it would take a conſiderable time 


to ſurvey the then mountainous bulk of our own. 


Bodics. Such a faculty of fight fo diſpropertt- 
on'd to our other Senſes and to the Objects a- 
bout us would be very little better than Blind- 
nefs it ſelf. And again, God hath furniſhed us 
with invention and induſtry ; fo that by Oprical 
Glaſſes we can more than ſupply that imaginary. 
defect of our own Eyes; and diſcover more re- 


mo:'e and minute Bodies with that afliſtance, than. 


perhapsthe molt whimi:cal Atheiſt would deſire 


to do without it. So likewiſe if our Senſe of 


Hearing were cxalted proportionably to the for- 


m:r, what a miſerable condition would Mankind. 
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bein ? what Whiſper could be low enough, but 


- many would over hear it? what Afﬀairs, that 


tirpation of Mankind. 


moſt require it, could be tranſacted with ſecrecy ? 
and whither could we retire from perpetual 
humming and buzzing? every breath of Wind 
would incommode and diſturb us: we ſhould 
have no quiet or ſlcep in the filenteſt nights and 
moſt ſolitary places; and we muſt inevita- 
bly be ſtricken Deaf or Dcad with the noiſe of 
a clap-of Thunder. And the like 1nconvenien- 
ces would follow, if the Scnſe of Feeling was ad- 
vancd to ſuch a degree, as the Atheiſt requires. 
How could we ſuſtain the preſſure of our very 
Cloaths in ſuch a condition ; much leſs carry 
burthens, and provide for conveniencies of Lite ? 
Wecould not bear the aſlault of an Inſect, or a 
Feather, or a puff of Air without pain. There 
are examples now of wounded perſons, that have 
roared for anguiſh and torment at the diſcharge 
of Ordnance , though at a very great diſtance 3 
what inſupportable torture then ſhould we be 
under upon a like concuſſion. in the Air, when 
all the whole Body would have the tenderneſs of 
a wound? In a word, all the Changes and E- 
mendations, that the Atheiſts would make in 
our Senles, are fo far from being Improvements, 
that they would prove the utter Ruime and Ex- 


But 
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Burt perhaps they may have betcer ſucceſs in 
their complaints about the :Diſtempers of the 
Body and the Shortneſs of Life, We do not 
wonder indeed, that the Atheiſt ſhould lay a 
mighty ſtreſs upon this. Objection. For to a 
man that places all his Happineſs inthe Indolen+ 
cy and Pleaſure of the Body, what can be more 


terrible than Pain or a Fit of Sickneſs? nothing 


bur Death alone, the moſt dreadfull thing in the 
world. When an Atheiſt reflects upon Death, 
his very Hope 1s Deſpair; and 'tis the crown 
and top of his Wiſhes, that it may- prove his: ut- 
ter Diſſolution and Deſtruction. No queſtion 
if an Atheiſt had had the making. of himſelf, he 


would have framed a Conſtitution, that could. 


have kept pace with his 1nfatiable Luſt, been 1n- 
vincible by Glutrony and Intemperancg,and have 
held out vigorous a thouſand years 1na perpetual 
Debauch. But we anſwer ; Firft, in the words 


of St. Paul : Nay, but, O Man, who art thou, that 6. 9. 20; 


replieft againſt God ? ſhall the thing formed ſay to 
him tht formed it, Why haſt thou made me thus 2 
We adore and magnhie his moſt holy Name for 
his undeſerved mercy towards us, that he made 


us the Chief of the viſible creation; and :freely - 


acquit his Goodneſs from any 1qaputation of Un- 
kindaeſs, that he has: placed . us no Higher. 
Secondly, Religion givesus a very good account 


of : 
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of the preſent Infirmity of our Bodies. Man at 
his firſt Origin was a Veſſel of Honour, when 
he came firſt out of the Hands of the Potter ; 
endued with all imaginable perfe&tions of the 
Animal Nature ; ull by Diſobedience and Sin, 
Diſeaſes and Death came firſt into the world. 
Thirdly, The Diſtempers of the Body are not ſo 
formidable to a Religious man, as they are to 
an Atheiſt : He hath a quite different judgment 
and apprehenſion about them: he 1s willing to 
believe, that our preſent condition 1s better for 
us in the 1ſſue, than that uninterrupted Healch 
and Security, that the Atheiſt defires ; which 
would ſtrongly tempt us to forget God and the 
concerns of a better Life, Whcreas now he re- 
ceives a Fit of Sickneſs, as the mw3z 78 rareg;, 
the kind Chaſtiſement and Diſcipline of his Hea- 
venly Father, to wean his affections from the 
world, where he is but as on a Journey ; and to 
fix his thoughts and deſires on things above , 
where his Country and is Dwelling is : that 
where he hath placed his Treaſure and Concerns, 
there his heart may be alſo. Fourthly, Moſt of the 
Diſtempers that are incident to us are of our own 


- making, the eftccts of abuſed Plenty, and Luxu- 


ry, and muſt gpt be charged upon our Maker ; 
who notwithſtanding our of the Riches of his 
Compatlion hath provided for us ſtore of excel- 

lent 
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lene Medicines, to alleviate in a great meaſure 
thoſe very Evils which we bring upon our ſelves. 
| And now we are come to the laſt objeftion of 
the Atheiſt, That Lite is too ſhort. Alas for him, 
what pity 'tis thathe cannot wallow immortally 
in his ſenſual Pleaſures! If his Life were many 
whole Ages longer than 1t 1s, he would till 
make the ſame Complaint, Brevis eft hic fruftus x yeres. 
homulls. For Eternity, and that's the thing he. 3. 
trembles at, 1s cvery whut as long, after a thou- 
ſand years as after fifty. But Religion gives us a 
better proſpect, and makes us look beyond the 
gloomy Regions of Death with Comfort and 
Delighc: When this corruptible ſhall put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal put on immortality. We are 
ſo far from repining at God, that he hath not 
extended the period of our Lives to the Longx- 
vity of the Antediluvians; that we give him 
thanks for contracting the days of our Trial, 
and receiving us more maturely into thoſe Ever- 
laſting Habitations above, that he hath prepared 
for us. | 
And now that Ihave an(wer'd all the. Acheiſt's 
Exceptions againſt Our account of the Product 
on of Mankind, I comc1n the next place to ex- 
amine all the Reaſons and Explications they can 
oive of their own. 


" The Atheiſts upon this occaſion are divided 
| C 1nto 
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into Sects, and (which is the mark and character 
of Error) are at variance and repugnancy with 
each other and with themſelves. Some of them 
will have Mankind to have been thus from all 


Ecernity. Bur the reſt do not approve of any 


infinite Succeſſions, bur are poſitive for a begin- 
ning ; and they alſo are ſubdivided into three 
Parties : the jir/t aſcribe the Origin of Men to the 


' Influence of the Stars upon ſome extraordinary 


Conjur.ction or Aſpect : Others again reject all 
Aſtrology ; and ſome of theſe mechanically pro- 
duce Mankind at the very firſt Experiment by 


the action of the Sun upon duly prepared Mat- - 


ter : but. others are 1ather of opinion, that after 
infinite blundermg and muſcarrying our- Bodies 
at laſt happen'd and jump'd into this Figure by 
mere Chance and Accident. There's no Acrheilt 
in the world, that reaſons about his Infidelity 
{which God knows moſt of them never do) but 
he takes one of theſe four Methods. I will re- 
tute them every one in the ſame order that I have 
named them: the two former in the preſent Dſ- 
courſe, reſerving the others for another occaſion. 

1. And Firfl, the Opinion: of: thoſe Atheiſts 
that. will have Mankind and other Animals to 
have ſubfiſted thus eternally in infinite Generat1- 
ons already paſt, will be found to be flat Non- 
ſenſe and Contradiction to it ſelf; and repugnant 


alſo: 
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:{ſo to marrer of Fact. Firft, 1t 1s contradiction 
toits ſelf. Infinite Generations of Men (they ſay) 
arc already paſt and gone: but whatſoever is 
now paſt, was once actually preſent ; fo that 
each of thoſe Infinite Generations was once in its 
turn actually preſent : therefore all except One 
Generation were once future and not 1n being, 
which deſtroys the very ſuppoſition : For either 
that One Generation mult it ſelt have bcen Infi- 
nite, which is nonſenſe ; or it was the Finite be- 
g1mning of Infinite Generations berween it ſcIf 
and us, which 1s, Infinity terminated at both ends, 
which is nonſenſe as before. Again, Infinite 
paſt Gznerations of Men have been once actual- 
ly preſent : therefore there may be ſome one 
Man of them given, that was at infinite diſtance 
from #5 now : therefore that man's Son likewiſe, 
ſuppoſe forty years younger than his Father , 
was either at infinite diſtance from us or at fi- 
nite: if that Son too was at infinite diſtance from 
us, then one Infinite 1s longer by forty years 
than another ; which is abſurd: if at finite, then 
forty years added to finite makes 1t infinite, 
which is as abſurd as the other. And again, 
The number of men that are already dead and 
gone 1s infinite, as they ſay : but the number of 
che Eycs of thoſe men muſt neceſſarily be twice 
2S much as that of the men themſelyes, and that 
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of the Fingers ten times as much, and thar of the 


Hairs of their Heads thouſands of times. So that 
we have here one Infimte number twice, ten 
times, and thouſands of timcs as greae as ano- 


ther, which 15 contradiction again. . Thus we: 


ſee it is impoſſible in it felt, that any ſucceſſive 
duration ſhould be actually and poſitively inft- 
nite, or have infinite ſucceſſ1ons already gone 
and paſt, Neither cantheſe Difticultics ve appli- 


ed to the Eternal Duration of God Almighty. 
For though we cannot comprehend Eternity and. 


Infinity ; yet we underſtand what they arc rot. 


And ſomething, we are ſure, muſt have Exiſted- 
from all Eternity ; becauſe all things could not 
emerge and ſtart out of Nothing. So that it this 


prx-cxiſtent Eternity is not compatible with a 


ſucceflive Duration, as we clearly and diſtinctly. 
perceive that itis not ; then it remains, that ſome. 


Being, though infinitely above our finice com- 


prehenſions, muſt have had an 1dentical, inva- 


riable Continuance from all Eternity ; which Be- 


ing 15no other than God. For as his Nature 1s 
perfect and immutable without the /eaſt ſhadow 
of change; fo his Eternal Duration is permanent 
and indiviſible,not meaſurable by Time and Mori- 
on, nor to be computed by number of ſucceſſive 


moments. One day with the Lord is as a thouſand. 


And. 


years, and a thouſand years as. one day. 
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And Secondly, this Opinion of Infimte Gene- 
rations 1s repugnant likewiſe to Matter of Fact. 
'Tis a truth b:yond oppoſition, that the univerſal 
Species of Mankind hath had a gradual increaſe, 
| notwithſtanding what War, and Famine, and 
| Peſttlence, and Floods, and Conflagrations, and 

| the Religious Profeſſion of Celibacy, and other 
Cauſes, may at certain periods of time have in- 
terrupted and retarded it. This1s manifeſt from 
the Hiſtory of the Jewiſh Nation, from the ac- 
count of the Roman Cenſus, and Regiſters of videos. 
our Own Country, where the proportion On ndange wy 
Births to Burials is found upon obſeryation to be -— W 
; oh | ings K tality- 
yearly as Fifty to Forty. Now it Mankind do 
increaſe, though never fo ſlowly, but one Couple 
ſuppoſe in an Ape; '*tis enough to evince the 
| falſhood of Infinite Generations already expired. 
| For though an Atheiſt ſhould contend, that there 
| were ten thouſand millon couple of Mankind: 
now in being, (that we may allow him mult:- 
tude enough) 'tis but going back ſo many Ages, 
and we deſcend to a {ingle Original Pair. And 
"tis all one in reſpect of Eternal Duration yet be- 
hind, whether we begin the world ſo many mul- 
lions of Ages 'ago, or date it from the late ra 
of about Six Thouſand years. And moreover 
this recent beginning ofthe world is further eſta- 
bliſhed 'from che known Original of __— - 
and : 
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and Kingdoms, and the Invention of Arts and 
Sciences: whereas if infinite Ages of Man- 
kind had already preceded, there could nothing 
have been lefr ro be invented or improved by 
the ſucceſstull induſtry and curioſity of our own. 
The Circulation of the Blood, and the Weight 
and Spring of the Air (which 1s as it were the 
Vical Pulſe and the great Circulation of Nature, 
and of morc importance in all Phyſiology, than 
any one Invention ſince the beginning of Sci- 
ence) had never lain hidden ſo many myriads of 
Generations, and bcen reſerved for a late happy 
Diſcovery by two great Luminaries of chis Iſland. 
I know the Atheiſt may endeavour to evade this 
by ſuppoſing, That though Mankind have been 
from cycrlaiting, and have perpetually encreas'd 
by generation; yet at certain great periods there 
may be univerſal Deluges, which may ot wholly 
extinguiſh Mankind (tor, they I ſay, there 1s not 
Water enough in Nature for that) but may cover 
the Earth to ſucha Height, that none bur a few 
Mountainers may eſcape, enough to continue 


| Humane Race; and yet being 1lhitcrate Ruſticks 


(as Mountainers always arc) thcy can preſerve 
no Memoirs of former times, nor propagate any 
Sciences or Arts; and ſo the world mult needs 
be thought by Poſterity to have begun at ſuch 
periods. Bur to this Ianſwer, Firſt, Thatupon 


this 
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this ſuppotition there muſt have been 1nfinite. 
Deluges already paſt: for if ever this Atheiſt ad-. 


mits of a firſt Deluge, he is-in the ſame nooſe 
that he was. For then hemult aſſert, Thatthere 
were infinite generations and an infinite increaſe 
of mankind before that firſt Deluge ; and then 
the Earth could not receive them, but the infi- 
nite Bodies of Men mult occupy an infinite ſpace, 
and thenall the Matter of the Univerſe muſt be 
humane Body , and other abſurdities that fol- 
low it, which are infinite too. Bur if he fays, 
T hat there have been 1afinite Deluges heretofore, 
this is impoſſibility again ; for all that I ſaid be- 
fore againſt the Notion of infinite paſt Genera- 
tions, 1salike applicable to this. Secondly, ſuch 
Univerſal Deluges (ſecing the Deity: is now ex- 


cluded) muſt be produced: in a natural way : 


and therefore gradually, and not in an inſtant: 
and therefore ( becauſe the tops of Mountains, 
they ſay, are never overflown) the civilized peo- 
ple may eſcape thither out of Villages and Cities; 
and conſequently, againſt the Atheiſt, Arts, and 
Scicnces, and Hiſtories, may be preſerved, and 


derived to the ſucceeding world. Thirdly,. Let 


us imagin the whole Terraqueous Globe with its 
Atmoſphere about it; What 1s there here, that 
can naturally effect an Univerſal Deluge ? It you 
would drownone Country or Continent with 


Rains - 
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Rains and Inundations, you mult borrow your 
Vapor and Watcr from ſome other part of the 
Globe. You can never overflow all ata time. 
If the Atmoſphere it {If was reduced into Wa- 
ter, (as ſome think it poſſible) it would not make 
an Orb above 32 foot deep, which would ſoon 
be ſwallowed up by the cavity of the Sea, and 
the depreſſed parts of the Earth, and be a very 
feeble attempt towards an Univerſal Dcluge. 
But then what immenſe Weight 1s there above, 
that muſt overcome the expanſive force of the 
Air, and compreſs it into near the thouſandth 
part of the room that it now takes up? We, that 
acknowledge a God Almighty, can give an ac- 
count of one Deluge, by ſaying it was miraculous; 
but it would be a little ſtrange to ſee an Atheiſt 
have recourſe to a Miracle ; and that not once 
only, but upon infinite occaſions. Bur perhaps 
they may endeavour to prove the poſſibility of 
ſuch a natural Deluge, by borrowing an inge- 
nious Notion, and pretending, That the face of 
Nature may be now quite changed from what 
1t was; and that formerly the whole Collection 
of Waters might be an orbicular Abyſs, arched 
over with an exterior Cruſt or Shell of Earth : 
and that the breaking and fall of this Cruſt might 
naturally make a Deluge. Ill allow the Athe- 


aſt all che fair play in the world. Let us ſuppoſe 


the 
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the Fall of this imaginary Cruſt. Firft, It feerns 
to be impoſſible, but that all the Inhabitants of 
this Cruſt muſt be daſh'd to pieces in- its Ruins. 
So that this very Notion brings usto the neceſſity 
of a new production of Men; to evade which it 
isintroduced by the Atheiſt. Again; If ſuch a 
Cruſt naturally fell, then it had in its own con- 
ſtitution a tendency towards a Fall ; that is, it 
was more likely and inclinable to fall this thou- 
ſand years, ſuppoſe, than the laſt. But if the Cruſt 
was always gradually nearer and nearer to fal- 
ling ; that plainly evinces, that it had not endu- 
red eternally before its Fall. For let them aſſign 
any imaginable period for its falling, how could 
it have held out till then (according to the ſup. 
poſition) the unmeaſurable duration of infinite 
Ages before? And again, ſuch a Cruſt could 
fall but once; for what Architect canan Atheiſt 
ſuppoſe, to rebuild anew Arch out of the ruins 

T of the other ? Bur I have ſhewn before, that this. 

Atheiſt hath need of infinite Deluges to effect his. 

deſign; and therefore T1] leayc um to contrive- 

how to make infinite Cruſts one upon the back. 
of another ; and now proceed to examane in the 
ſecond place, The Aſtrological Explication of 
the Origin of Men, | 
2. It you ask one of this Party, what Evidence 


he is able to produce for the truth of his Art, 
( 'D he 
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he may perhaps offer ſom- Phy11cal Reaſons for 
a general influence of the Stars upo terreſtrial 
bodies: bur as Aſtrology 15 conl1der'd as a Syſtem 
of Rul.s and Propoſitions, he will not pretend 
to give any reaſon of it. priort; bur reſoives all 
that into Tradition from the Chaldeans and 
Zegyptians, who firſt learntit by long obſeryati- 
on, and tranſmitted it down to Polterity ; and 
that now 1t 1s daily confirmed by Events, wiuch 
are experienced to anſwer the Predictions. This 
15 all that can be ſaid for Aſtrology asan Art. 
So that the whole Credibility of chis Planetary 
production of Mankind muſt depend upon Ob- 
ſervation. Bur are they able to ſhew among all 
the Remains of the Chaldaick Obſervations for 
four hundred and ſeventy thouſand years ( as 
they pretended) any Tradition of ſuch a Produ- 
&ion? So far from that, that the Chaldears be- 
lieved the world and mankind to have been 
from everlaſting, which opinion 1 have refuted 
before. Neither can the Agyptian Wizards with 
their long Catalogue of Dynaſties, and Obſer- 
vations for innumerable Years, ſupply the Athe- 
iſts with one inſtance ofſuch a Creation. Where 
are the fragments of Petofiris and Necepſo, that 
may countenance this Aſſertion? I believe if 
they had had any example of men born out of 
the Soil, they would rather have aſcribed it to 

the 
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the frunfull Mud of the Nile (as PRE 
. So Diedorus Siculus, lib. x. c. 2. 
they did the breeding of Frogs, ve reiny Alyrhur x2! wi it 
and Mice, and Monſters) than to #87, niet ts Ti Ss 
the efficacy of Stars. Burwith the 1, 44 7 7iv wrggziey #26 
. 3 EZ5,4&l ie Thy pumy Te Nets. 
leave of theſe Fortune-tellers, did 
the Stars do this feat once only, which-gave b-- 
ginning to Humane Race? or have they frequent- 
Iy done ſo, and may doit again? If frequently, 
why 1s not this Rule deliver'd in Prolemy and A/- 
bumaſar ? If once only at the beginning, then 
how came it to be diſcover d ? Who were there 
then in the world, to obferve the Births of thoſe 
Firſt Men, and calculate their Nativities, as they 
ſprawl'd out of Ditches? Thoſe Sons of Earth: 
were very wiſe Children it they themſelyes knew, 
that the Stars were their Fathers. Unlcſs we 
are to imagine, that they underſtood the Planets 
and the Zodiack by inſtinct,and fell ro drawing 
Schemes of their own Horoſcopes, in the ſame 
Duſt they ſprung out of ? For my part I can 
have no great veneration for yi.uwjus, tt. 5. 0.4. Luce. 
Chaldaick, Antiquity ; when I fee #5. Ur Bahlmics: Chaldeuns* 
/ : ofrina, Ec. Apuleius de Deo So- 

they could not diſcover 1n fo cratis: Seu ills (Lima ) proprio. 
many. thouſand years, that the 252% pt wn gm mer 
Moon was an opake Body, and #7 alters caſe fulgoris 
received her Light from the Sun. - But ſuppoſe 
their Obſcrvations had been never ſo accurate, 
it-could add.no Authority to modern Aſtrology, 

D 2 which. 
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which is borrowed from the Greeks. *'Tis well 
known that Beroſus, or his Scholars, new mo- 
delled and adapted the Babylonian Doctrines to 
the Grecian Mythology. The ſuppoſed Influ- 
ences of Aries and Taurus for example, have a ma- 
nifeſt relation to the Grecian Stories of the Ram 
that carried Phrixus, and the Bull that carried 
Europa. Now which of theſe is the Copy, and 
which the Original? Were the Fables taken 
from the Influences, or the Influences from the 
Fables? the Poetical Fables, more ancient than 
all Records of Hiſtory ; or the Aſtrological In- 
fluences, that were not known to the Greeks till 
after Alexander the Great ? But without queſtion 
thoſe Fabulous Tales had been many a time told 
and ſung to lull children aſleep, before ever Be- 
roſus ſet up his InteIl1gence-Office at Coos. And 
the ſame may be faid of all the other Conſtella- 
tions. Firſt, Poetry had filled the Skies with 


Aſteriſms and Hiſtories belonging to them ; and. 


then Aſtrology deviſes the feigned Virtues and 
Influences of cach, from ſome property of the 
Image, or alluſion to the Story. And the ſame 
trifling futility appears in their XII Signs of the 
Zodiack, and their mutual Relations and Aſpects. 
Why no more Aſpects than diametrically oppo- 
ſite, and ſuch as make xquilateral figures? Why 


are the Maſculine and Feminine, the Fiery and 
Airy, 


ee 
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Airy, and Watry and Earthy Signs ail placed 
at ſuch regular diſtances? Were the Virtues of 
the Stars diſpoſed 1n that order and rank, on pur- 
poſe only to make a pretty Diagram upon Pa- 
per? Bur the Atheittical Aſtrologer 1s doubly 
preſſed with this abſurdity. For if there was no 

Counſel at the making of the world, how came 7 

| the Aſteriſms of the ſame nature and energies to 
be ſo harmomiouſly placed at regular interyals ? 
And how could all the Stars of one Aſteriſm 
agreeand conſpire together to conſticute an Uni- 
- verſal? Why does not every ſingle Star ſh:d 
a ſeparate influence; and hive Aſpects with other 
Stars of their own Conſtellation ? But what 
need there many words? As if the late Diſcoye- 
ries of the Celeſtial Bodies had not plainly de- 
tected the impoſture of Aſtrology 2 The Planet 
Saturn is found to have a great Ring that encir- 
cles him, and three lefler Planets that moye a- 
+ bout him, as the Moon doth about the Earth: 
and Fapiter hath four Satelites, which by their 
Interpoſition between him and us make ſome 
| hundreds of Eclipſes every year. Now the 
| whole Tribeof Aſtrologers, that neverdream'd 
| of theſe Planets have always declared, that when 
| Fupiter and Saturn Come about again to any gi- 
| ven Point, they exert ( conlider'd ingly by 
tnem- 
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themſelves) the ſame Influence as before. Bur 
tis now manifeſt, that when either of them re- 
tura tothe ſame point ; the Planers abour them, 
that muſt make up an united Influence with: 
them, have a different fituation 1n reſpect of us 
and each other, from what they had the time 
before: and conſequently the joint Influence 
mult be perpetually vari:d, and never be redu- 
cible to any Rules and Obſervations. Or if the 
Influences be conveyed hither diſtin&t, yet ſome- 
times ſome of the Litcle Planets will eclipſe the 
Great one at any given point; and therefore in- 
tercept and obſtruct the Influence. I cannot 
now inſiſt on many other Arguments deducible 
from the late Improvements of Aſtronomy ; 
For if the Earth be not the Centre of the Planetary 
Motions, what mult become then-of the preſent 
Agrology, which is wholly adapted to that yul- 
gar Hypotheſis? And yet nevertheleſs, when they 
lay under ſuch wretched miſtakes for many My- 
riads of Years, if we are willing to believe them ; 
they would all along, as now, appeal to Experi- 
ence and Event for the confirmation of cheir 
Doctrins. That's the invincible Demonſtration of 
the Verity of the Science : And indeed as to their 
Predictions, Ithink our Aſtrologers may aſſume 
to themſelves that infallible Oracleof Tirefzas, 
0 Laertiade, quicquid dico, aut erit, aut non. 


There 
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There's but a true and a falſe in any telling of 
Fortune; and a man that never hits on the 
[- right ſide, cannot be called a bad Gueſfler, but 
| muſt miſs our of deſign, and be notably skiltull 
at lighting on the wrong. And were there not 
| formerly as great pretenſions to it from the ſu- 
| perſtitious obſervation of the Entrails of Cows, 
of the flying of Vulturs, and the pecking of 
Chickens ? Nay, the old /zgurs and Southſayers 
had better reaſon to profels the Art of Divi- 
ning, than the modern Altrological Atheiſt : 
for They ſuppoſed there were ſome Demons, that 
directed the indications. So likewiſe the Chal: 
dean and Ag yptian Aſtrologers were much 
more. excuſable than He. Ir was the Religion 
of their Countries to worſhip the Stars, as'we 
know from unqueſtionable Authority. They 
believed them Intelligent Beings, Maimonides More Neyochim 
and no other than very Gods ; 2*o$*% ©, cnder, Pic 
2nd therefore had ſome Reaſon Euſebius Demonſ?. Evangel. lib. t. 


to ſuſpect, that they might go- Sutug, wrore dmeyTay kari 
vern Humane Afﬀairs. The In- © 5% impiia.” 
fluence of the Stars was 1n their apprchenſions 

no leſs than Divine Pawer. But an Atheiſt 

that believes the Planets to be dark, ſolid and 
ſenfleſs Bodies, like the brute Earth he treads on; 


and 
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and the Fixt Stars and the Sun to be inanimate 
Balls of Fire ; what Reaſons can He adyance for 
the credit of ſuch Influences? He acknowledg- 
eth nothing beſides Matter and Motion ; ſo that 
all that he can conceive to be tranſmitted hi- 
ther from the Stars, muſt needs be perform'd 
either by Mechaniſm or Accident : either of 
which 1s wholly unaccountable, and the latter 
irreconcilable to any Art or Syſtem"of Science. 
But if both were allowed the Atheiſt ; yet as to 
any production of Mankind, they will be again 
refuted in my following Diſcourſe. I can pre- 
ſerye a due eſteem for ſome great Men of the 
laſt Age, before the Mechanical Philoſophy was 
revived, though they were too much addicted 
to this nugatory Art, When Occult Quality, 
and: Sympathy and Antipathy were admitted 
for ſatisfa&tory Explications of things, even wiſe 
and vyertuous Men might ſwallow down any 
Opinion that was countenanced by Antiquity. 
Bur at this time of day, when all the general 
powers and capacitics of Matter are fo clearly 
underſtood ; he muſt be very ridiculous him- 
felt, that doth not deride and explode the an- 
tiquated Folly, Burt we may ſce the nuſcrable 
Shifts that ſome men are put to; when that 
which was firſt founded upon, and afterward 
{uppor- 
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ſupported by Idolarry, is now become the tot- 
tering Sanctuary of Arheiſm. It the Stars be no 
Deities, Aſtrology 1s groundleſs: and if. the 

Stars be Deities, why 1s the Aſtrologer an A- 
the:ſt? He may cafily be no. Chriſtian ; and 

is difliculr indeed to be both at once: becauſe, 

25 I have ſaid before, Idolatry is at the bottom: 

and by ſubmitting Humane Actions and Incli- 
nations to the Influence of the Sears, they de- 

ſtroy the very Effence of Moral Vertue and the 
Ei:cacy of Divine Grace: and therefore- Aſtro- Concl La 
logy was juttly condemn'd by the Ancient Fa- Conc.6.n 
thers and Chriſtian Emperours. An Aftrolo- e537. 
loger, I fo W, May very cafily be no Chriſtian , ©24-Juit 


hands Aſtrology to be oemadle with Gn Fe 
rank Achciſm; if I could ſuppoſe any great 52 
gifts of Nature to be, where either do reſide. wines 
But let him be what he w:1l, he 1s not able to 

do much hurt by his Reaſons and Examphke. 

For Religion 1t ſelf, according to his Principles, <7 
is derived from the Stars. And he owns, 'tis-not 
any juſt Exceptions he hath taken againſt Chri- 
ſtianity, bur 'tis his Deſtiny and' Fate ; 'tis Sa- 
turn in the Ninth Houſe, and not Judgment and 


Pelibgratian,” that made him an n Acheilt. 


FIMNLTS. 


2.9 


% 


- 


Lately Printed for Henry Mortlock at the 
Phoenix 7 St. Paul's Church-Tard. 


Sermon preached before the Queen at White-Hall, Febr. 
22. Rn I Per. 4. ver.18. 

A Sermon preached before the King and Queen at /b:e- 
Hall, March 23. 163, upon Eccleſiaſt. 11. ver.9. 

Chriſtian Magnanimity : A Sermon preached in the Cathe- 
dral Church at Worceſter, at the Time of the Aſſizes, Sepremb. 
21. 1690. upon 2 7im.1. Ver. 7. 

A Sermon preached before the Queen at Whire-Hall, Mar. 1. 
16997. on Luk, 6. ver. 46. | 

The Myſteries of the Chriſtian Faith Aſſerted and Vindicated : 
In a Sermon preached at St.Lawrence-Fewry in London, April 7. 
I691. upon 1 7.1. VET. I5. | 

A: Sermon preached before the Queen at White-Hall, March 
T3. 1695. upon Rom.'s. ver. 6. All by the Right Reverend. 
Father in God, Edward, Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. | 

The Biſhop of Worce/ter's Charge to the Clergy of his Dio- 
ceſe, in his Primary Viſitation, begun at Worceſter, Septemb, 
II. 1690. X | 

The Folly of Atheifm, and (what is now called ) Deiſm; even 
with ReſpeCt_ to the Preſent Life. A Sermon preached in 
the Church of St, Martin in the Fields, March 7. 1695. Being 
the Firſt of the Lefture Founded by the Honourable Roberr 
- Boyle, Eſq; The Second Edition. By Richard Bentley, M. A. 

Chaplain to.the Right Reverend Father in God, Edward, 
Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. : 

Matter' and Motion cannot Think : or, A Confutation of 
Atheiſm from the Faculties of the Soul. A Sermon preach- 
. ed at Sr. Mary-le-Bow, April 4. 1692. Being the Second, of 
the LeQure: Founded by. the Honourable / Rebert Boyle, Eſq; 
The Second Edition. By Richard Bentley, M. A. 


©||S* Mary-le-Bow, 


Y trutfure andOri ginof Humane. Bodies. 


SERMON 


$ Py », "thx ws, OED ENITT 
hs . YA 06". a6. 1 CN £9 LR: - 
7 X rk ty Q 4, b 
Cn oe OREN SY ST 0 X 4 $ 4 
Ss. # | hel , 


Confutation of Atheiſm 


From the 


PART I. 


* Preached 'at - 


Tune 6. 16992. 


Bcing the Fourth of the Lecture Founded by 
_ the Honourable ROBERT BOILE, Eſquire. 


By RICHARD:BENTLEZ, MA. 
Chaplain to the Right: Reverend Father in God,” 


EDWARD, Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


LONDON, 
Printed for 7ho. Parkhurſt at the Bible and Three Crowns 


in Cheapfide, and HH. Mortlock at the Phenix 
ut in -St. Paul's Church-yard, 1692. 


She hhehebpehabecletab ich 


Imprimatur. 


Ra. Barker, R®* in Chriſto Patri 
ac D” D” Johann Archiep. Can- 
tuar. i Sacris Domelt. 


2I3<DLLCIROG -COÞr-£ PL 
+ Ws . is 5 
Pg 


k $ "oF e $5 IP F% gp $ot "WTR <. _ TEL PEE IIR Sad — \-? Pe ny POR a he 
2 : ' . 5 L ; , /þ 7 IE” Ye 
- Wet 
. **<5 
- F  "—_ 
—_ lk - th 19 b 
- ” ES EY Hh -£ 


ACTS XVI. 27. 


That they ſhou!d ſeek the Lord, if haply they might 
feel after him, and find him : though he be not 


far from every one of us; for in him we Live, 


and Move, and have our Being. 


N the former part of this Enquiry I have 
examin'd and refuted two Atheiſtical No- 


tions oppoſed to the grand Doctrine of 

the Text, That we owe our Living and Be- 
ing to the power of God : The one of the Ariftote- 
lian Atheiſts, who, to avoid the difficulties of the 
firſt production of Mankind, without the inter- 
vention of Almighty Wiſdom and Power, will 
have the Race to have thus continued without 
beginning by an eternal ſucceſſion of infinite 
paſt Generations ; which Aſſertion. hath been 


detected to be mere nonſenſe, and contradicto- 


ry to it ſelf: The other of the Aſtrological un- 
dertakers, that would raiſe Men like Vegetables 
out of ſome fat and ſlimy foil well digeſted by 
the kindly heat of the Sun, and impregnated 
with the influence of the Stars upon ſome re- 
markable and periodical conjunctions : .Which 
opinion hath been _ d up of late by ages 
2 an 
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A Confutation of Atheiſm 


and Ceſalpinus, and other News-mongers from 
the Skies ; a Pretence as groundleſs and filly, as 
the dreaming Oneirocriticks of Artemidorus and 
Aftrampſychus, or the modern Chiromancy and 
Drivinations of Gypſies. - 

I proceed now to the two remaining Para- 
doxes of ſuch Sets of Atheiſts, as laving aſide 
Aſtrology and the unintelligible Influence of 
Heavenly Bodies more than by their Gravity, 
and Hear, and Light, do either produce Man- 
kind mechanically and neccſlarily from certain 
connexions of Natural Cauſes, or more dully 
and ſupinely, though altogether as reaſonably, 
reſolve the whole Bulinefs into the unaccounta- 
ble ſhuffles and tumults of Matter, which they 
call Chance and Accident. But at preſent I ſhall 
only take an account of the ſuppoſed Producti- 
on of Humane Bodies by Mechaniſm and Ne- 
ccſſity. 

The Mechanical or Corpuſcular Philoſophy, 
though peradventure the oldeſt, as well as the 
beſt in the world, had lain buried for many 
Ages in contempt and oblivion ; till itwas hap- 
pily reſtored and cultivated anew by ſome ex- 
cellent Wits of the preſent. But it principally 
owes 1ts re-eſtabliſhment and luſtre, to that Ho- 
nourable Perſon of cver Bleſlcd Memory, vw 

athh 
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hath not only ſhewn/ its uſctulncſs in Phyſiology. 
above the vulgar Doctrines. of Real- Qualieics 
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and Subſtantial Forms; but likewiſe irs great: 
ſerviceableneſs' to Religion it ſelf. And 1 think 
i hath been compctently- proved in- a former 
Diſcourſe, ' how friendly it is-to the Immateria- 
lity of Humane Souls; and conſequently tothe 


Exiſtence of a Supreme Spiritual Being. And} 


may have occaſion hereafter to ſhew further; 
that all the Powers of- Mechaniſm are intirely 
dependent on the Deity, and do afford a ſolid 
Argument for the Reality of his Nature. So 
far am 1 from the apprehenſion of any great 
feats, that this Mcchanical Atheiſt can do a- 
gainſt Religion. For if we conſider the Phano- 
mena of that Material World with a due and 
ſerious attention; we ſhall plainly perceive, that 
its preſent frame and conſtitution and the cſta- 
bliſhed Laws of Nature are conſtituted and pre- 
ſerved by Gravitation alone. That is the pow- 
crfull cement, which holds together this mag- 


nificent ſtructure of the world ; Which ftretcheth job. ;- 


the North over the empty ſpace; and'hangeth the 
Earth upon Nothing ; it we may transfer the words 
of Job from the firſt and real Cauſe to the ſe- 
condary Agent. Without that the whole Uni- 


verſe, if we ſuppoſe an undetermin'd power of 
Motion : 
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Motion infuſed into Matter, would = been 
a confuſed Chaos, without beauty ot order, 
and never ſtable and permanent 1n any condi- 
tion. Now it may be proved in 1ts due place, 
that this Gravity, the great Baſis of all Mecha- 
niſm, isnot it ſelf Mechanical; but the imme- 
diate Fiat and Finger of God, and the Executi- 
on of the Divine Law ; and that Bodies haye 
not the power of tending towards a Centre, 
either from other Bodies or from themſelves : 
which at once, if it be proved, will undermine 
and ruine all the Towers and Batteries that the 
Atheiſts have raiſed againſt Heaven. For if no 
Compound Body in the viſible world can ſubſiſt 
and continue without Gravity, and Gravity do 
immediately flow from a Divine Power and E- 
nergy ; it will ayail them nothing, though they 
ſbould be able to explain all the particular Ef 
fects, even the Origination of Animals, by me- 
chanical principles. But however at preſent I 
| will forbear to urge this againſt the Atheiſt. For, 
though I ſhould allow him, that this Catholick 
Principle of Gravitation 1s eſſential co Matcer 
without introducing a God, yet Iwill defy him 
to ſhew, how a Humane Body could be at firſt 
produced naturally, according to the preſent Sy- 
ſtem of things, and the mechanical affections of 
Matter. And 
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And becauſe/this Atheiſt profeſſeth to believe 
as much as we; that the firſt production of 
Mankind was in a quite different manner from 
the preſent and ofdinary method of Nature, 
and yet affirms'nevyerthele(s, that That was Na- 
tural roo; which ſeems at the firſt ſight to be 
little lefs- than @# contradiction: It ſhould lie 
upon him to make out, how matter by undi- 
reed Motion - could at firſt neceflarily fall, 


without ever Erring or Miſcarrying, into ſuch 


a curious formation of Humane Bodies ; a 
thing that by his own confeſſion it was neyer 
able to do ſince, or at leaſt hath not done for 
fome thouſandsof years: to declare to us what 
ſhape and contexture Matter then had, which 
it cannot haye now : how it came to be altered 
by long courſe of time, ſo that living Men can no 
more be produced out of putrefa&tion in the 
primary way ; and yet the ſpecies of Mankind, 
that now conſiſts of and is nouriſhed by Mat- 
ter {o altered, ſhould continue to be the ſame 
as it was from the beginning. He ſhould under- 
take to explain to us the firſt ſteps and the 


whole progreſs of ſuch a formation; at leaſt - 


by way of Hypotheſis, how it naturally might 
have been, though he did not affirm that it 
was actually ſo, Whether he hath a new No- 

| tion 
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tion peculiar to hanfelr about Se] Produ- 
> @Mion, or takes up with ſome old -one, that 1s 
ready at hand: whether that moſt witty Conceit 
vimarch. of Araximander, That the firſt: Men and all 
yy Animals were bred in ſome warm moiſture, in- 
Spe cloſed in craſtaceous skins, as. it were various 
<s.cen-Linds of Crabfilh and Lobſters; and ſo they _ 
4*Xx#4 continued, till they had arrived at perfect age ; 
when their ſhelly Priſons growing dry and brea- 
king made way. for their liberty : or the 'no- 
leſs ingenious opinion of the great Empedocles ; 
Putrh. That Mother Earth firſt brought forth vaſt 


de Plac. 
Phil. 5.19. numbers of Legs, and Arms, and Heads, and the 


#:#m” other members of the Body ſcatter d and di- 
ſtint, and all at their full growth; which co- 
ming together and cementing (as the pieces of 
Snakes and Lizards have been ſaid to do, if one 
cuts them aſunder) and - ſo, configuring them-. 
ſelves into Humane ſhape , made luſty proper | 
men of thirty years age in an inſtant : or rather 
the divine Doctrine of Epicurus and the ZFgyp- 

Cenſor” trans; That there firſt grew.,up a ſort of | 

Lucrer. Wombs, that had their Roots in the Earth, and. 

Dofus attracted thence a kind of Milk for the nou- 

285,» .riſhment of the incloſed Fetus ; which at the 
time of maturity broke through thoſe Mem- 
branes, and ſhifted for themſelves. I fay, he. 

| ought 


from the Origin of Humane Bodies. 


ought to acquaint us which of theſe he is for, 
or bring a new explication of his own ; and not 
require Us to prove the Negative, Thata Spon- 
tancous production of Mankind, neither war- 
ranted by example, nor defended by reaſon, ne- 


vertheleſs may not poſſibly have been true. This . 


1s a very unreaſonable demand, and we might 
juſtly put him off with ſuch an anſwer as this; 

| That there are ſeveral things, which all men in 
their wits do disbelieye, and yet none but mad- 
men will go about to diſprove. But to ſhew 
him how much we endeayour to ſatisfy and ob- 


lige him, I will yenture once for his ſake to in- 


curr the cenſure of ſome perſons for being ela- 
-borately trifling- For with reſpect to the moſt 
of Mankind, ſuch wretched abſurdities are more 
.wiſely- contemn'd than confuted, and to give 


them a ferious anfwer, may only make them ' 


look more conſiderable. 
Firſt then, I take it for granted by him, That 


_ there were the ſame Laws of Motion, and the. 


like general Fabrick of the Earth, Sea. and At- 
' moſphere, at the beginning of Mankind, as there 
are at this day. For if any Laws at firſt were 
once. ſertled and conſtituted; like thoſe of the 
: Medes and Perſians, they are never to be rever- 
ſed. To violate and TITgE, them, is the ſame 

as 


- RR 


10 
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as what we call Miracle ; and doth not found 
yery Philoſophically out of the month of an 
Atheiſt. -He muſt allow therefore, that Bodies 
were endowed with the ſame aftections and ten- 
dencies then as ever 1ince, ' and that if an 4x- 
head be ſuppoſed to float upon water, which is 
ſpecifically much lighter than 1t ; it had been 
ſupernatural art that time, as well as in the days 
of Eliſha. And this is all that I defire him to 
acknowledge at preſent. So 'that he may ad- 
mit of thoſe Argurgents as valid and concluſive 
againſt his *Hyporheſis, that are fairly drawn 
from the preſent.powers of: Matter, and the 'vi- 
fible conſtitution of the World. 
Now that we may come. to the (point; 
All Matter is cither Fluid or Sohd, in a large 
acceptation of the words, that they 'may' com- 
prehend even all the middle degrees 'between 


extreme Fixedneſs and Cohereney,, 'and the - 


moſt rapid inteſtine motion of the Particles of 
Bodies. Now the moſt cavilling -Atheiſt-ryuſt 
allow, that a ſolid inanimare Body, while it're- 
mains 1n that ſtate, where there 1s none,-or a ye- 
ry ſmall and inconfiderable change 'of Texture, 
1s wholly incapable of a 'VitaEprodudtion. - *So 
that the firit Humanc Budy,Withour-Parentsand 
without 'a Creator, if ſlith-3n otic everwas, _ 
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by a Fluid. And bec: uſe this. Atheiſt gQCS IMEC 
nically to work ; the proverhal. Laws of Fluids 
nigh haye been rigidly obſcryed during the 
hole pracels of the For ation, , Now. this 1s _ 
fl by olick Rule eu That if any Body {denn 


humido, 


be bulk for bulk heavier 4 92 a Fluid, it will #4. :. 


Stevin des 


ſink. to the bottom of that Fluid ; and if lighter, Elmenes 

it, will float upon.jtz, haying part of it ſelf ex- duds 

tant, and part immerſed to ſuch a determinate 

depth, as.that ſo: much of the Fluid as is equal 

in Bulk to the immerſed part; be equal in Gra- 

vity tothe whole, And conſequently if ſeyeral 

portions of one and the ſameFluid have a diffe- 

rent ſpecifick gravity, the heavier will always (in 

a free veſſel) be gradually the lower ; unleſs vio- 

lcarly ſhaken and blended together by external 

concuſſion. But that cannotbe in our preſent caſe. 

For 1 am unwilkng to affront this Atheiſt fo 

much, as to ſuppoſe himto believe, that the ficit 

organical Body might poſlibly be cfiected; in ſome 

Fluid portion of Matter,while its Heterogeneous 

parts were jumbled and confounded rogſher 

by a Storm, or Hurricane, or Earthquake 

be ſure he will rather have the primitive, Man 

to be produced by. a long proceſs in a kind of 

digeſting Balneum, where all the heavier: Lees 
B 2 | may 
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may have time to ſubſide, and a due Aguilibri- 
um be maintaind, not difturb'd by any ſuchrude 
and violent ſhogs! that would: ruffle and break 
all the little Stamina of the Embryon, it it were 
a making before- Now becauſe all the parts of 
an undiſturbed Fluid are either of equal Gra- 
vity, or gradually placed and ſtoried according 
to the differences of it ; any concretion. that 
can be ſuppoſed to be naturally and mechani- 
cally made in ſuch a Fluid, muſt have a like 
ſtructure of its ſeveral parts; that is, either be 
all over of a ſimilar Gravity, or haye the more 
ponderous parts nearer to its Baſis. But there 
need no more conceſſions than this, to extin- 
gui theſe ſuppoſed Firſt-born of Nature in their 
very formation. For ſuppoſe a Humane Body 
to bea forming in ſuch a Fluid in any imagina- 
ble poſture, it will neyer be reconcilable to this 
Hydroſtatical Law. There will be always ſome- 
thing lighter beneath, and ſomething heavier a- 
bove ; becauſe Bone, or what is then the Stuff 
and Rudiments of Bone, the heavieſt ;7 ſpectre, 
will þe cyer in the midſt, Now what can make 
the heavier particles of Bone aſcend above the 
Iighter ones of Fleſh, or depreſs theſe below thoſe, 
againſt the tendency of their own Nature ? This 
would: be wholly as. nuraculous, as the fwim- 
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ming of Iron in Water at the command of E1i- 


ſha :: and as impoſlible to be, as that the Lead 
of an Edifice ſhould naturally and ſpontane- 
ouſly mount up to the Roof, while lighter ma- 
ecrials employ themſelves beneath it: or that a 
Statue, like that in Nebuchadnezzar's Viſion. 

whoſe Head was of fine and moſt ponderous 
- Gold, and his Feet of Iron and Clay, ſhould me- 
chanically erect it ſelf upon them for its Baſis. 


.- Secondly, Becauſe this Atheiſt goes mechant- 


cally to work, he will not offer to affirm, That. 
all the partsof the Embryon could according to 
his explication be formed. at a time. This 
would be a ſupernatural thing, and an effectual 
refutation of his own Princip es. For the Cor- 
puſcles of Matter having no conſciouſneſs of 
one gnothers acting (at teaſt before or during 
the Formation; as will be allowed by that very 
Atheiſt, that attributes Reaſon and Perception 
to them, when the Formation. is finiſhed) they 
could. not conſent and make a. compact toge- 
ther, to carry on the work in ſeveral places at 


once; and one party of them be forming the. 


Brain, while another is modelling the Hearr, 


and a third delineating the Veins. No, there 
- muſt be, according to Mechanifm, a ſucceſſive 


and gradual operation: Some few Particles | 


muſt 
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muſt firſt be united together, and fo by;appoſt- 
tion and mutual connex1on-ſtill more and.more 
by degrees, till the whole Syſtem be completed: 

and a Fermentation muſt be excited in; ſome 
aſhgnable place, which may expand it ſelf by its 
Elaſtical power ; and break through, where: ic 
meets with the weakeſt reſiſtance; and: ſo. by 
that ſo ſimple and mechanical-action, may ex- 
cayare all the various DuRts and -Veniricles: of 
the Body. - This' is the-'only general account, 

as mean as it appears tobe,' that this Machm of 
an Arheiſt can give of that fearfull and wonder- 
full Produttion. *Now to confure theſe Preten- 
ces, Frrft, There 1s that viſible Harmony. and 
Symmetry in a Humane Body, ſuch a mutual 
communication of every veile] and miember of 
It, as gives an -mmtrinſfick eyzadence ; that i was 
nct formed ſucceſſively; and patch' d up by 
piecemeal So uniform and orderly a ſyſtem 
with innumerable Motions and: Functions, all 
ſo placed and conſtituted, as never to interfere 
and claſh one with another, and diſturb the - 
Occonomy ot the whole, muſt needs be aſcribed 
to an Intelligent Artiſt; '*and to ſuch an Artiſt, 
as did not begin-the- matter unprepared and at 
a venture ; and when he was put to a Nonplus, 


pauſe and heſitate, which way he ſhould = 
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ceed ; but he had firſt in his comprehenfive'ln- 
telle&t.a complere Idea and Model of the whol: 
Organical Body , before he enter'd 'upon'the 
Work. Bur Secondly, if they affirm, That mere 
| Matter by ns mechamical Aﬀections wichour 
| any deſign or-ditection could form che Body 
. by Reps and degrees; what member then do 
they pitch upon for the foundation, and: cauſe 
; of all chereſt ? Let them ſhew us the beginning 
of this Circle; and the'firlt Wheel of chis Per- 
petual Motion. Did the Blood firſt exift, ante- 
cedent tothe formation of thei!Heart? .But-thac 
is to ſet the Effe&t before theCaule :: becauſeal! 
the Blood that*we know of, cis made inand þ 
the Heart, having the quite different form an 
' qualitics of Chyle, before ircomes thicher.: Muft 
the Heatr'thet have been formed and conſticu- 
ted; before the Blood was ta being ? Bur here 
again, 'the'Snbſtance of the Heat iT ſelf is moſt 
certainly made and nouriſhed by the Blood, 
which 15'conveyed to/it'by:the:Coronary Arte- 
tics. Ard thus its through" the: whole ſyſtem. 
| of the Bbdy ;-every mietiberdoth mucuallyſa- 
ſtain and'ſupply oneanother; 'and all are coe- 
tancous,' b:cauſe none of therh eanſubliſt alone. 
'Bur they willſay, Thira haleFermencrfirſt ma- c.wc., 
king a' Cavity, 'Whicly became theletr Venide £ Fome- 
of the' Heart, -did/thetice turther expand itſelf, ©. 
| and 


es, 
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and thereby delineate all the Arteries of the Bo- 


dy. Now if ſuch a flight and ſorry bufineſs as 
that, could produce an Organical, Body ; one 
might reaſonably expect, that now and then a 
dead lump of Dough might be leven'd into an 
Animal : for there a like Ferment makes notable 
Tumors and Ventricles; beſides ſundry long 


and ſmall Chanels, which may paſs tolerably 


well for Arteries and Veins. Bur I pray, in this 
ſuppoſed Mechanical Formation, when the Fer- 
ment was expanded to the extremities of the 
Arteries, if it {till had any <laſtical force remain- 
ing, why did it not go on and break through 
the Receptacle, as other Ferment muſt: be al- 
lowed to have done at the Mouth and the No- 
{trils? There was as yet no membranous Skin 
formed, that might ſtop and repell it. Or if 
the force of it was ſpent, and did not wheel a- 
bout and return ; what mechanical cauſe then 
ſhall we aſſign for the Veins ? for this Ferment is 
there ſuppoſed to have proceeded from the ſmall 
capillary extremities of them to the Great Vein 


and the Heart ; otherwiſe it had made Valves + 


which would have ſtopp'd. its own paſſage. 
And why did that Ferment, that at firſt dſperked 
it ſelf from the Great Artery into. infinite little 


ramifications, ' take a quite contrary, method in - 


the making of the Veins, where innumerable 
| Iictle 
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Great Vein, the common chanel of the 
Blood ? Are ſuch oppoſite motions both 
equally mechanical, when ' in both caſes the 
Matter was under the: ſame modification ? 
And again, When the firſt Ferment is excited, 
and forms the left Ventricle'; if the Fluid Mat- 


ter be uniform and of a ſimilar texture, and © 


therefore on all ſides equally reſiſt the Expan- 
fion ; then the Cavity muſt continue One; di- 
lated more and -more, 'till the expanſive force 
and the uniform reſiſtance be reduced to an 
equality, and ſo nothing at all can be formed 
by this Ferment, but a ſingle round Bubble. 
And moreover this Bubble (if that could make 
a Heart) by reaſon of its comparative Levity 
to the Fluid that incloſes it, would neceffarily 
aſcend to the top; and conſequently we ſhould 


never find the Heart in the midſt of the Breaſt. - 


But 1f the Fluid be ſuppoſed to conſiſt of Hete- 
rogeneous Particles, then we cannot conceiye 
how thoſe diflinular parts ſhould have a like 
ſituation in two ſeveral Fluids, when the Fer- 
ment begins. So that upon this ſuppoſition 
there could be no Species of Animals, nor any 
Similitude between them : One would have its 
Lungs , where another hath its Liver, and all 


the other Members prapoſterouſly placed ; 
| \ C chere 
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there could nor be a like Configuration of Parts 

in any two Individuals. And again, W hat 1s 

that which determins the Growth of all I- 

ving Creatures ? Whar principles of Mccha- 

niſm are ſufficient to explain ir? Why do not 

all Animals continually increaſe in bigneſs du- 

ring the whole ſpace of their Lives, as it 1s re- 
ported of the Crocodile ? What fſers a bound 

to their ſtature and dimenſions? and if we ſuppoſe 

a Bound and Ne plus ultra to be mechanically 

fixed, why again fo great a variety in the Bulk 

of the ſeveral Kinds? why alſo ſuch Conſtancy 
obſerved 1n that manifold Variety ? For as ſome 

of the largeſt Trees have Seeds no bigger or leſs 

than ſome diminutive Plants, and yet every Seed 

is a perfect Plant with Trunk and Branches and 
Leaves incloſed in a Shell: So the firſt Em 

Swam- bryon of an Ant is ſuppoſed by inquilitve Na- 
Hifer.n- turaliſts to be as big, as that of an Elephant, 
{#-?-3 and to promiſe as fair at its primitive Forma- 
tion for as ſpacious a Body : which neverthe- 


Ic6-by an immutable Decree: can never arrive 


to the millionth part of the others Bulk. And 
what modification of the firſt liquid Matter can 
yary ſo much, as to make one Embryon capi- 
ble of ſo prodigioutly vaſt augmentation, while 
another 1s confined to the nunnuteneſs of an In- 
{c&t? Is not this manifeſtly a Diyine _— 

thac 
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that hath fixed and determin'd the Shape, the 
Stature, the Appenites, and the Duratio!1 of all 
Creatures in the World? Hither muſt we have 
recourſe in that great and myſterious Aﬀair of 
an Organical Formation : And I-profeſs that I 
cannot difcern one ſtep'in the whole, that 1s a- 

reeable to the natural Laws of Motion. If 
we conſider the Heart, which 1s ſuppoſed to 
be the firſt principle of Motion and Life, and 
mentally divide it into its conſtituent Parts, its 
Arteries and Veins and Nerves and Tendons and 
Membranes, and the innumerable little Fibres, 
that thefe Secondary Parts.da conſt of ; we 
ſhall find nothing here Singular, but what is in 
any other Muſcle of the Body. *Tis only the 
Site and Poſture of theſe ſeveral Parts and the 
Configuration of the whole, that give it the 
Form and Functions of a Heart. Now why 
ſhould the firſt -fingle Fibres in the Formation 
of the Heart be peculiarly drawn in Spiral 
Lines; when the Fibrcs of all other Muſcles are 
made by a tranſverſe rectilinear Motion 2 What 
could determin the Fluid: Matter into that odd 
and ſingular Figure, when as yet no other Mem- 
ber is ſuppoſed to be form, that might deſign 
the Orbit of its Courſe? Let Mechaniſm here 
make an Experiment of its Power, and;produce 
2 ſpiral and turbinated motion of the whole 
C 2 moved 
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moved Body without an external Director. 
When all the Organs are once framed by a 
ſupern+tural and divine Principle , we do wil- 
lingly admic of Mechaniſm in many Functions 
of the Body : but that the Organs themſelves 
ſhould be mechanically formed, we conceive it 
to be impoſſible and utterly inexplicable. And 
if any Atheiſt will give a clear and philoſophi- 
cal account of the things that are here touch'd 
upon ; he may then hear of many more and 
perhaps more difficulc than theſe, which their 
unfitneſs for a popular Auditory, and the re- 
maining Parts of my Subject, that preſs for- 
ward to be treated of, oblige me now to 0- 
mit. | 

But as the Atheiſt, when he 1s put to it to ex- 
plain, How any Motion of dead Matter can 
beget Thought and Perception, will endeavour 
to defend his baffled Impiety with the inſtance 
of Brutes, which he calls Thinking Machines : 


ſo will he now alſo appeal from the Arbitration 


of Reaſon in the Caſe of Animal Productions, 
to Example and Matter of Fat. He will de- 
clame to us about the admirable Structure of 
the Bodics of Inſects; that they have all the 
Vital Parts, which the largeſt of Quadrupeds 
and even Man himſelf can boaſt of; whoſe Fa- 
brick they the rather excell in his opinion, = 

tnar 
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that very Minuteneſs, that makes them con- 
temptible : and that on2 would be apt to ima- 
gin, that theſe elegant and elaborate little En- 
gincs were all now propagated by Generation, 
| and at firſt produced by ſome Divine Wiſdom 
and Power ; if we did not find by experience, 
hat they are the eaſic and obvious Products of 
unintelligent Nature, that fpontaneouſly and 
mechanically forms them our of putrefied Car- 
caſſes and the warm moiſture of the Soil : and 
yet (which is mightily to his purpoſe) that theſe 
Inſes, ſo begotten without Parents, have ne- 
|. yertheleſs fit Organs of Generation and Differ- 
ence of Sex, and can propagate their own kinds, 
as if themſelves had been born ſo roo: and that 
if Mother Earth in this her barrennefs and de- 
crepitnefs of Age can procreate ſuch ſwarms of 
curious Engins, which not onl themſelyes en- 
Joy their portion of Life, but by a moſt -won- 
derfull Inſtin& impart 1t to many more, and 
continue their Species : might ſhe nor in the 
flower of her Youth, while ſhe was ſucculent 
Y) and fertil, have produced Horſes and Elephants 
and eyen Mankind it ſelf, the largeft and per- 
fecteſt Animals, as eaſily as in this parched and 
ſeril condition ſhe can make a: Frog or an In- 
ſe&t.? Thus he thinks, he hath made out from 


Example and Analogy, that at the Beginning, 
of 
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of things every Species of Animals might ſpring 
mechauically out of the Soi] withour an Intell1- 
gent Creator. And indeed thcre 1s no one 
thing in the World, which hath given ſo much 
Countenance and Shadow of Poſlibility to the 
Notion of Atheiſm, as this unfortunate miſtake 
about the xquivocal generation of Infe&ts: And 
as the oldeſt Remains of Atheiſtical Writings 
are charged full with that Compariſon; ſo it 
is the main refuge of thoſe, that in this and the 
laſt Age have had the Folly and Impudence 
to appear in ſo wretched a Caulc. 

Now to thus laſt Subterfuge of the Mechani- 


cal Atheiſts we can occurr ſeveral ways. And 
at preſent we affirm, Firſt, ex abundanti, That 


though we ſhould allow them the ſpontaneous 
production of ſome minute Animals, yet alike 
primitive Origination of Mankind could not 
thence be concluded. Becauſe they firſt tacit- 

ly ſuppoſe, that there 1s an umverſal decay of 
Moiſture and Fertlity in the Earth. And they 
cannot avoid the neceflity of ſo doing: For if 
the Soil be as fruitfull now, as it was in-the 
beginning; why would it not produce Men, 


and the nobler kinds of Beaſts in our days too, 


if ever 1t did fo ? So that if that ſuppoſition be 
evinced to be crroneous and groundleſs, all the 
Arguments that they build upon it, ay” w 
of | A Ub- 
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ſubverced at once. Now what more caſily re- 
fured, than thatold vulgar Afſertion of an uni- 
verſal Drought and Exſiccation of the Earth ? 
As if the Sun could evaporate the leaſt drop of 
its Moiſture, ſo that it ſhould never deſcend a- 
gain, but be attracted and elevated quite out 
of the Atmoſphere? *'Tis now a matter agreed 
and allowed by all competent Judges, that eve- 
Try Particle of Matter is endowed with a Princi- 
ple of Gravity, whereby it would deſcend to 
the Centre, if it were not repelled upwards by 
heavier bodies. So that the ſmalleſt Corpuſcle 
| — of Vapour, if we ſuppoſe it to be exhaled to the 
top of the Atmoſphere, thence it muſt come 
down again, or at leaſt muſt there remain in- 
cumbent upon others : for there's either nothing 
or nothing heavicr above 1t to protrude 1t any 
higher, neither can it ſpontaneouſly mount any 
more againſt the. tendency of its nature. And 
leſt ſome ignorant Atheiſt ſhould ſuſpect, that 
peradventure there may be no ſuch Top of the 
I. Atmoſphere ; but that it may be continued on 
Y' to the Sun or to indefinite Space: he muſt 
.- youchſafe to be inſtructed, That the whole 
_ weight of any Column of the Atmoſphere, and 

likewiſe the Specifick gravity of 1ts Baſis are 

certainly known by many Experiments; and 

that by this computation (even making allow- 
ance . 
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ance for its gradually larger Expanſion, the 
higher we go,) the very top of any Pillar of 
Air is not One hundred Miles diſtant from the 
Surface of the Earth, So that hence it is mani- 
feſt, that the whole Terraqueous Globe with 
its Atmoſphere cannot naturally have loſt the 
leaſt particle of Moiſture, ſince the foundation 
of the World. Bur ſtill they may inſiſt, That 
although the whole Globe cannot be deprived 'N 
of any of its Moiſture, yet the habitable Earth 
may have been | ac 96. the drier, feein 
it is aſſjduouſly drained and exhauſted by the 
Seas. But to this we reply, That the very con- 
trary is demonſtrable ; That the longer the 
World ſhall- continue, the Moiſter will be the 
whole Aggregate of the Land. For (to take 
no notice of the ſupply of its moiſture by Rains 
and Snow and Dews and Condenſation of Va- 
pours, and perhaps by ſubterraneous paſlages) | 
the tops of Mountains and Hills will be conti-, 
nually waſhed down by the Rains, and the Cha- 
nels of Rivers corroded by the Streams ; and - | 
Q 


the Mud that 1s thereby conveyed into the Sea 
will raiſe its bottom the higher ; and conſe- 
quently the Declivity of Rivers will be ſo much 
the leſs ; and therefore the Continents will be 
the leſs drain'd, and will gradually increaſe in 
Humidity from the firſt period of their Dura- 

tion 
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tion to their final Conſummarion of all things: 


i a Divine Power do: notinterpoſe and change: 


the-ſettled courſe and order of Nature. 

But let us allow their ſuppoſition, That the 
Total of the dry Land may have been robbed 
of ſome of its Moiſture which it had art its firſt 
Conſtitution :- yer ſtill there are ſome parts of 
the Earth ſufficiently ſoak'd and water'd, to pro- 
duce, 1f eyer, thoſe Senſitive and Locomotive 
and-'Intell;gent Plants” For do not the Nite, 
and the Niger, and the Ganges, and the Mena, 
make yearly Inundations in our days, as they 


have formerly done ? And are not the Coun- 


tries ſo-overflown till ſituate berween the Tro- 
picks under the direct and moſt vigorous Rays. 
of the Sun, the very place where theſe Mecha- 
nical Atheiſts Jay the Scene of that. great Tranſ- 
action ? So that if Mankind had eyer ſprung 
naturally out of the Soil, the Experiment 
would ſucceed now eyery ycar in /rhiopia and 
Siam; ,where are; all the requiſite qualificati- 
ons, that ever have been, for ſuch a producti- 
on. And again, if there hath been ſuch a gra- 


- dual diminution of the Generative Faculty of 


the Earth, that-it hath dwindled. from nobler 
Animals to puny Mice and Inſects; why was 
there not the like decay in the production of 

Vege- 
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Vegetables? We ſhould have loſt by this timo 


. the whole Species of Oaks and Cedars and the 


other tall and lofty Sons of 'the Foreſt, and 
have: found nothing but dwarfiſh Shrubs and 
creeping Moſs and deſpicable Muſhroms. Or 
if they deny the preſent ſpontaneous product 
on of larger Plants, and confine. the Earth to 
as Pigmie Births in the Vegetable Kingdom, as 
they do in the other: yet ſurely in ſuch-a ſup- 
poſed univerfal.decay of Nature, even Mankind 
it ſelf that is now nouriſhed ( though-not pro- 
duced} by the Earth, muſt have degenerated 
in Stature i and Strength -in every Generation: 
And yet we have certain demonſtration from 


 #gyptian Mummics, and Remax Urns and Rings 


and Meaſures and ZXdifices and many other 
Antiquities, 'that Human Stature has not dirni- 
niſhed for above Two Thouſand years. : Now 
if the Decay hath .not been conftant and gra- 
dual, there hath been no Decay at all ;. or at 
leaſt no natural one, nor what may: be accoun- . 
ted for by this Mechanical Atheiſt. I conclude 
therefore, That although we ſhould allow the 
fpontancous production of Inſects ; yet-no Ar- ' 
gument can be deduced from thence for a like 
Origination of Mankmd. 


But, 
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- Put, Serondly, we affirm, That no Inſe& or 


mm. 


Animal did cyer proceed xquivocally from Pu- 


trefacaon, unles/ in Miracutons: Caſes, as' in 
Zgypt by the Divine Judgments ;' but all: arc 
generated from ' Parents of their own Kind, 

Male and Female : - a Diſcovery of that great 
Importance, that perhaps tew Inventions of this 
Age can pretend to cqual Uſefulneſs and Merit; 

and which alone is fafficient (if the. Vices of 
Men did not captivate their Reaſon) to explode 


and cxrerminate:rank Atheiſm out of theWorld.” 


For if all. Animals be propagated by Generation 


from Parents of their own Specics, and there be © 


no-inſtance in; Nature of cyen a Gnat or. a Mite 
either; now or” in former Ages ſpontancoufly 
produced de novo: how came there to be ſuch 
Animals in Being, :and whence could they pro- 
cced? There is no necd of nuachſtudy and de- 
libcration about it: :for either. they have exift- 


 edcternally by infinite Succefſions already gone 


and paſt, which 1s '1n its own Notion abſurd 5 0 the 
and impoſſible; or their Origin muſt be aſcri- S:mon 


bed to a Supernatural and Divine Power, that 
formcd and created them. Now to prove our 
affertion about the Seminal production of all 


lrving Creatures ; that we may not- repeat the 
Reafons which we have offer d before againſt 
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the firſt Mechanical Formation of Human Bo- 
dies, which are <qually valid againſt the ſpon- 
tancous Origin of the minuteſt- Inſects; 'we 

appeal to. Obſervation and Experiment, which 
carry the ſtrongeſt. conyi&tion with them, and 
make the moſt ſenſible and laſting impreſſions. 
For whereas it hath been the general Tradition 
and Belief, that Maggots and Flies breed in 
"2-1. putrefied Carcaſles, and particularly Bees come 


CONWY Hr 


ane; a0 | wm Oxen, and Hornets from Horſes, and 
& £ «= Scorpions from Crabfiſh, &c. all s-now found 
Nicander. g© be Fable and Miſtake. That ſagacious and 
Reai De learned. Naturahſt Franciſco Redi made innu- 
gn: merablc trials with the putrid Fleſh of all fores 
tr. of Beaſts and Fowls and Fiſhes and Ser 
with: corrupted Cheeſe and. Herbs' and Hr 
and even Inſects themſelves.: and he conftant- 
ly found, thak all thoſe Kinds of Putrefaction 
did only afford- a Neſt and Aliment for the 


Eggs and Young. of thoſe Inſects that he ad- 


mitted to come there.; but produced no Ani- 
mal of themſelves by a ſpontancaus Formation: 
For when. he. ſuffer d thoſe things to putrefie 
m Hermetically ſealed Glaſles, and Veiſels cloſe 
coverd with Paper; and not. only fo, leſt the 
Excluſion of the Air might be ſuppoſed to hin- 
der the Experiment.; but in Veſlels cover'd 
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with fine Lawn, ſo as to ating the Air and 
keep out the Inſects: no living thing was ever . 
produced there , though he: expoſed: them to 
the action of the Sun; 1n the warns. Climate 
of Florence, and in the kindeſt ſeaſon of the 
Year. Even Flies cruſh'd and corrupted, when 
ancloſcd in ſuch. Veffels, did never procreate a 
new- Fly: though there; if in any: caſc, one 
would have. expected that ſucceſs. | And when 
the. Veſſels were open, and the Inſects had free 
acceſs ro:the Aliment within them, he diligent- 
ly obferved; that no other Specics were pro» 
duced, but of ſuch as he ſaw go in and feed and. 
depot their. Eggs there : whuch- they: would. 
readily.do in alt Putrefaction; even' in a mu+- / 
" cilage of bruifed Spiders, where Worms were: 
ſoon hatch'd out of ſuch Eggs, and quickly 
changed into Flies of the: ſame kind with. their - 
Parents: And was-not that a furprizing Tranſ 
formation indeed; if according::to:the vulgar . 
opinion thoſs dead and corrupted Spiders ſpon+ 
, | tancouf]y changed into Fhics? And thus far we 

are obliged: to: the diligence of Red! :: from 
whence we may conclude, That no dead Fleſh 
nor Herbs nor other putrefied. Bodies, nor any 
thing that hath not then actually «ither-a. ve» 


ys or animal Life cat produce-any Inſect. 
And: 
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And-if we ſhould allow, as he did, that eyery 
Animal and Plant doth -naturally breed and 
nouriſh: by. its ſubſtance ſome peculiar-Inſeet: 
yetithe Atheiſt could make - no adyantage bf 
this 'Concefſion as to. a likes Origination of 
Mankind: For ſurely 'tis beyond even an A- 
theiſts-Gredulity and Impudence,, to affirm 
that therfirft: Men might proceed out  of--the 
Galls and Tumors of Leaves of Trees, as fome 
Maggots and Flies are ſuppoſed to do,now ; 
or:might grow. upon Trees, as the ſtory goes 
about Barnacles; or perhaps mught'be the Lice 
of ſome vaſt prodigious Animals, whoſe Spe- 
Cies.is now extinct. But though we: ſuppoſe 
him guilty of ſach an cxtrayagant folly, he 
will only ſhift the difhculty, and: not wholly 
remove 1t; for we ſhall ſtill expect an; account 
of the ſpontancous Formation of thoſt moun- 
tainous kind of Animals -and Men-bearing 
Trees. And-as to: the Worms that: are bred 
in the. Intcſtines and - other inward parts of 
Living Creatures, their production-1s not ma- 
tcrial ro our preſent enquiry, : til ſome Axheiſt 
do affirm, that his own Anceſtors had ſuchan 
Original. I fay, if we ſhould allow this con- 
ceſlion of Red7, 1t would. do na ſervice to our 
Adverſarics: but cycn here alfo they are _ 
tc 


7 


0 0 I y—_— TV 


A — a MCs 


— pr Kona Fo ns Treo wk 3 "= 
id: -by the happy curiofity of 'Malpight and o-mayighs 


thers, "who obſerved nd diſcovered, Thateach1, £5 

of thoſe Tumors and Excreſcen&cs of Plants, our _ 

of which generally ifſues a-Fly or a Worm, are/# Len- 

at firſt-made by ſuch Inſects, which wound -the'Eripel 

tender buds with 'a long hollow Trunk, ' arid' 

depoſit an Egg in the hole with a ſharp COrro= 

ding liquor, which cauſcth a ſwelling--in the 

\|- leaf, and fo'<loſeth the orifice: arid:within 

dis Tumor the/Wormiis hatchet 'and:receives 

its aliment, till it hath' cat its way through. 

Neither necd we recurr to an' #quiyocal pro- 

duction of Vermin in the Phthiriafis and in He- 

rod's' Diſeaſe, who was owandiculG.,- eaten- of 423 

worms; or maggots. Thoſe horrible: diſtem- 

' pers-are always accompanied with piitrefying 

aleers';-and it hath been-obferved by the moſt 

accurate Lewenhoeck, that Lict'and Flies, which corn. 

have a moſt wonderfull-inftin& and acuteneſs 27" * 

of ſenſe to find ont cenvenichr places for the 
hatching and nouriſhimene- of their young, - ds 

| , mightily endeavour to lay their Eggs -upor 
Goes? and that onc will lay above's hundred 

Eggs, and may naturally incrcaſe ro ſome han- 

dreds of thoufands 1 macquarter of a pear «which 

gives 2 "full and ſatisfactory account of "the 


Phernomena of thoſe Diſeaſes And' whereas it 
1s 
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" 1s ſaid, Exod. 16..v. 20, That ſome of the Ijrae-. 
lites lefi of the Manna until the morning, and it. 
bred worms and flank; which an Athciſt may 
make an objc&tion, as cither againſt us, or a- 
- gainſt the truth of the Scriptures : 1 under- 
ſtand # no otherwiſe, than that the Manna 
was /ly-blown, It was then the Month of 086- 
ber, which in that Southern Climate, after the 
preceding Auxufanal Rains, doth afford a fa- 
vourable ſeaſon and copious nutriment for in- 
finite ſwarms of Inſe&ts. Neither do I aſcribe 
it to a miraculous. power, that ſome of the 
Manna ſhould breed worms, but that all the, 
reſt-ſhould be preſerved-found and untainted.. © 
And if any One ſhall rigidly urge the litcral 


o - ”_ - 


\ C awicEn hats yet I ſuppoſe upon Or- 
dinary occaſions we ſhall {till uſe the. popular ' 
terms of Sun-rife and--Sun-ſet, and. not 1ntro- 
duce a new pedantick deſcription of them.from 
the motion- of the Earth. And then as to the 
vulgar opinion, That Frogs. are- made in the 
Clouds and brought down, by, the Rains, it 
may: be - thus caſily. refuted: | for at that very. 


inſtant, when they are ſuppoſed to deſcend, 
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you may find by diſſection not only their Sto- 


-machs full of meat, but their Inteſtines full of 


excrement : ſo that they had lurked before in 
the day-time in holes and buſhes and graſs, and 
were then invited abroad by the freſhneſs of a 


| Shower. And by this time we may underſtand, 


what credit and authority thoſe old Stories 
ought to haycabout monſtrans productions in 
egypt after the inundation ofthe Nile, of Mice 
and Frogs and Serpents, half fleſh and halfmud ; 
nay of the Legs, and Arms, and other Limbs of 
Men, & quicquid Gracia mendax ; altogether as 


EE 


rruc, as what 1s ſeriouſly related by Helmont, Hemone 
That foul Linen, ſtoptin a veſlel that hath Wheat mw: ze. 
KM it, will in 21 days time turn the Wheat into ?92;54i 


Mice: which without conjuring one may gueſs 
to have been the philoſaphy and information of 
ſome Houſewife,” who had-not fo carefully co- 
yer'd her wheat; bur that the Micecould come 
at it, and were there taken napping, juſt when 
they had made an end of their good cheer. 


| Corn:sſo innocent from this calumny: of bree-:  . 


dicgof Mice; that it doth not-produeethe ve-: 
ry Weevils that live in it and confume it: the 
whole courſe of whoſe generation .and periodi- 
cal changes hath. been curiouſly. qbſerved and: 
deſcribed by: the ingenious Lewenhoeck. + And. 


- moreover, that we-may deprive the Atheiſt of 


all hopes and pretenfions of Argument from 
this baffled opinion of «quiyocal Inſects, we 
_— | A 
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will acquaint him from the moſt accurate ob- 
ſcrvations of Swammerdam, That even the ſup- 
poſed change of Worms into Flies' is no real 
tranſmutation ; but that moſt of thoſe Mem- 
bers, which at laſt become viſible to the Eve, 
arc exiſtentat the beginning, artificially compli- 
cated together, and cover'd with Membranes and 
Tunicles, which are afterwards ſript off and laid 
aſide : and all the reſt of that proceſs 1s no more 
ſurprizing, than the eruption of Horns in fome 
Brates, or of Teeth and Beard in Men at certain 
periods of age. And as we have eſtabliſh'd our 
aſſertion of the ſeminal produttion of all kinds 


of Animals; fo hkewife -we affirm, That the 


meaneſt Plant cannot be raiſed without ſeed by 


any formative power reſiding in the Soil. To. 


which aſſertion we are encourag'd, Frir/t, from 


the known: Seeds of all Vegetables, one or two 


only excepted; that are left to future: diſcovery * 


which Seeds by the help of Microſcopes are all 
found to be real and-perfect Plants, with Leaves 
and Trunk curiouſly folded up and encloſed in 


the Cortex: nay one ſingle Jrum of Wheat or 
Barly or Rye, ſhall contain four or five diſtinct 
Plants under one common Tunicle : a very con- 
vincing argument of the Providence and Good- 


neſs of God; that thoſe Vegetables that were ap- 


pointed to be the chief ſuſtenance of Mankind, 
ſhould have that multiplied foecundity above any 
others: and ſecondly, by that famous experiment 


of 
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imall i f Plaiits thar'avs' | 
about: with the nee ; —Y had this Riceth'tof ks | 
curibſity, to be the firſt happy diſcoverer of this 
noble and importarit Fruch, That! n6- ſpecies 'of- 
Plants'chtibe produced'viic: of Farth de novo; with-' 
out'a preexiſtencſed; arid'conſequently hey were 
all created and raiſed at the beginriing of- rams, pit by 
the Almighty Gardener; God' blefied for ever." Arid 
Laſtly, as 6 hold varklile "Ind clega! nr'Shells;<liar* 
are dug up in Continents and'em odicd 1 iti Stones: 
A Ae at a vaſt di Nin) 
Atheiſt poflibl r_ en Iiſtznce'of-. 
4 Pſi key of rr Hain gaicially 2- 
greed by the moſt diligent Tnquirers abour them, 
Thar they are no {po all produQions of the Soil, 
as was formerly believed; bun thar all-did once be- 
longto'real'and living Ties ſeting that (each of 
them doth exa&tly reſemble fone other Shell on the' 
Sea-ſhore;both in sourward limeamonts,and inward 
rexttire, and ſpecifick gravi ; and'all other roper-' 
ties: which therefore are lots from ubſery! 
ent to Atheiſts in their audacious attempts ag me0'y : 
God and Religion, rhar they rather aloe an cape | 
rimencal confirenatin of che Univerſal Deluge. 
And thus wehaveco y ſhewn, thar every 
pl of Living. Cteatares, 'Sery ſmall iſe, ; 
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and even _— Herbs of the Field give a — = vote 
againft Atheiſm; and declare the neceſli a ſu- 
pernatural Formation; If the Earth.in is Giſt, con-. 
{ticution had been lefc to its ſelf, what horrid defor- 
mity. and deſolation had fer ever overſpread its 
face? not one, living Inhabttane found on all: "ics 
ſpacious ſurface'; ,norſo much as a Worm in the 
Bowels of it, nor one ſi ingle Fiſh in the vaſt Boſom 
of the Sea ; not a Mantle of Graſs or Moſs, to co- 
ver and conceal the nakednels of Nature. An eter- 
nal: Sterility- muſt have polleſſed the-World, where 
all things: had been fixed and faſten'd everlaſtingly 
with che Adamantin' chains. of Specifick Gravity; 
if the Almi ohty - had .not ſpoken,and ſaid, Let the: 
Earth bring Torch Grafs,. the Herb Yielding Seed, - and 
the Fruit-tree yielding Fruit after its kind, andit was FC 
'T was God, thar then created the firſt eminal; forms 
of all Animals and: Vegetables, ithat rommanded the 

Waters-to bray forth abundantly, 2nd the. -Earth to-pror 
- duce Living Creatures after their kind; that made Max 
in his own Image after. his own likeneſs: that. b >y; the 

efficacy, of. his, firſt Blehag, made þimba fruitſull,qud, 

multiply 6 and replenyfh the Eurth.; by. whoſe alone power; 
& conſervation we all live ad moye and have pur Being. 


_ May the: fame moſt Glorious God of his-infinite mercy, 

© grant, that. as we have ſought the Lord, azd felt after 
hin; -a4d fond him in thete works of His Credtion : 
id now that:we have-kwown God, we may gjorify him as 
Ged botlynow, and for evermore: © Amen. ©. 
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That they ſhould ſeek the Lord, if haply they © 
might feel after him, and find him : though he 
be not far from every one of us ; for in him we 
Live, and Move, and have our Being. 


refer you, I have endeavour to prove, 
that Humane Race was neither (1) from 
Everlaſting without beginning ; nor (2) 
owes its beginning to the Influence of Hea- 
venly Bodies ; nor (3) to what they call Na- 
ture, or to the neceſſary and mechanical mo- 
tions of dead ſenſleſs Matter: I proceed now 
to examin the fourth and laſt Plea of the Ene- 
mies to Religion and their own Souls, That 
Mankind came accidentally into the World, 
and hath its Life and Motion and Being by 
mere Chance and Fortune. 

We need not much wonder, that this laſt 
Opinion ſhould obtain almoſt univerſally a- 
mong the Atheiſts of theſe times. For where- 
as the Other do require ſome ſmall Rock of 
Philoſophy to underitand or maintain them : 
This Account 1s ſo eaſy and compendious, 

- A 2 that 


I: my former Diſcourſes, to which I muſt 


A Confutation of Atheiſm | 


that it needs none at all ; and conſequently * 
is the more proper and agrecable to the great 
Induſtry and Capacity of the moſt numerous 
Party of them. For what more eaſy to ſay, 
than that all che Bodies of the firſt Animals 
and Plants were ſhufffed into their ſeveral 
Forms and Structures forturtoufly, that is, theſe 
Atheiſts know not how, nor will trouble them- 
ſelves to endeavour to know ? For that 1s the 
meaning of Chance ; and yet this 1s all, that- 
they ſay, or can fay to the great Matter in 
queſtion. And indeed this little is enough in 
all reaſon; and could they impoſe on the 
reſt of Mankind, as cafily as delude themſelyes 
with a notion, That Chance can effect a thing ; 
ic would be the moſt expedite and cffectual 
means to make their Cauſe victorious over 
Vertue and Religion. For if you once do al- 
low them ſuch an acceptation of Chance, you 
have precluded your ſelf ( they think) from 
any more reaſoning and' objecting againſt 
them. The Mechanical Atheiſt, though you 
grant him his Laws of Mechaniſm, is never- 
theleſs inextricably puzzled and baffled with 
the firſt Formation of Animals : for he muſt 
undertake to determin all the various Moti- 


ons and Figures and Poſitions and Combina- 
tiors 


OT owe eos mom ew anne 


UM] 


from the Origin of Humane Bodies. 


5 


tions of his'Atoms; 'and to demonſtrate, that 
ſuch a quantity of Motion impreſſed upon 
Particles ſo ſhaped and ſituated, will neceſſa- 
rily range-and- diſpoſe them into the Form 
and Frame of an Organical Body : an attempt 
as difficult and unpromiſing of ſucceſs, as if 
he himſelf ſhould make the Eflay, to produce 
ſome new Kinds of Animals out of ſuch ſenſlefs 


Materials, or to rebuild the moving and l11:- 


ving Fabrick out of its duſt in the grave. But 
the Atheiſt, that we are now to deal with, if 
you do but concede to him, that Fortune 
may be an Agent ; doth preſume himſelf ſafe 
and invulnerable, ſecure above the reach of 
any further diſputes For if you proceed to 
ask queſtions, and bid him aſſign the proper 
Cauſes and determinate' Manner of that for- 
tuitous Formation : you thereby deny him 
what you granted before, and take away the 
very Hypotheſis and the Nature of Chance ; 
which ſuppoſeth that no certain Cauſe or 
Manner of it can poſſibly be aſſigned. And 
as the ſtupidity of ſome Libertines, that de- 
mand a ſight of a Spirit or Humane Soul to 
convince them of its Exiſtence, hath been fre- 
quently and deſcryedly expoſed; becauſe what- 
ſocver may be the object of our Sight, muſt _ 
© . C 
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be a Soul or Spirit, but an opake Body : fo this 
Atheiſt would tax us of the like Nonſenſe and 
Contradiction ; if after he hath named to us 
Fortune or Chance, we ſhould expect from 
him any particular and diſtinct account of 
' the Origin of Mankind. Becauſe 1t 1s the very 
eflence and notion of his Chance, to be wholly 
unaccountable : and if an account could be 
given of it; it would then no longer be Chance, 
but Mechaniſm, or a neceſlary production of 
certain Effects from certain Cauſes according 
to the Univerſal Laws of Motion:' Thus we 
arc to know, that if once we admit of For- 
tune in the Formation of Mankind ; there is 
no further Enquiry to be made, no more 
Difficulties to be ſolved, and no Account to 
be demanded. And who then can admire, if 
the inviting eaſineſs and compendiouſneſs of 
this Aſſertion ſhould ſo dazle the eycs of our 
Atheiſt, that he over-looks thoſe groſs Abſur- 
ditics, that arc ſo conſpicuous in it? 

(1) For firſt, if this Acheiſt would have his 
Chance or Fortune to be a real and ſubſtan- 
tial Agent; as the Vulgar ſeem to have com- 
monly apprehended, fome making 1t a Divi- 
ruty, others they do not conceive what : he 
FO s doubly More ſtupid and more ſupinely 1g- 
NOrarx 
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norant than thoſe Vulgar ; in that he aflumes 
ſuch a notion of Fortune, as beſides its being 
erroneouys, is inconſiſtent with . his Atheiſm. 
For ſeeing that according to the Atheiſts, the 
whole Univerſe is Corpus & Inane, Body and no 
thing elſe : this Chance, if it do really and 
phyſically effect any thing, muſt it ſelf be Body 
alſo. And what a numerous train of Abſurdi- 
ties do: attend ſuch an aſlertion 2 too viſible 


and obvious to deſerve to be here inſiſted on- 
For indeed it 1s no leſs than fla® contradiction 


co 1t ſelf. For if this Chance be-ſuppoſed to be 
a Body ; it muſt then be a part of the com- 
mon Maſs of Matter : and conſequently be 
ſubject ro the univerſal and neceſſary Laws of 


Motion.: and therefore it cannot be Chance, 


but true Mechaniſm. and Nature. 


(2) But ſecondly, if he forbear to call 


Chance a real Agent, and is content to have 


it only a, -Reſult or 'Event: ſeeing that all 


Matter or ſome portion of it may be natu- 
rally exempt from theſe ſuppoſed Mechanical 
Laws, and be endowed. with a power of ſpon- 


taneous or fortuitous Motion ;. which-power,- 
- when-it is exerted, muſt produce: an Effect 


properly Caſual, and therefore might conſti- 
ture; the firſt Animate Bodies accidentally, a- 


gainſt- 
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gainſt the ſuppoſed natural tendency of the 
Particles of thoſe Bodies: «ven this ſecond 
Aſſertion 1s contrary to common Senk as well 
as common Obſervation. For how can he 
conceive, that any parcel of dead Matter can 
ſpontaneouſly divert and decline it ſelf from 
the line of its motion without a new impulſe 
from external Bodies? If it cn intrinſecally 
ſtir it ſelf, and either commence 1ts motion 
or alter its courſe ; it muſt have a principle 
of ſelf-activit, which 1s Life and Senſe. But 
Senſe I have proved formerly ro be: incom- 
patible with mere Bodies, even thoſe of the 
moſt compound and elaborate textures ; 
much more with ſingle Atoms or ſolid Par- 
ticles of Matter, that having no inteſtine 
motion of Parts are deſtitute of the firſt 
foundation and capacity of Life. And more- 
over, though theſe Particles ſhould be ſuppo- 
ſed to have this internal principle of Senſe, it 
would til] be repugnant to the notion of 
Chance: becauſe their Motions would not 
then be Caſual, but Voluntary; not by Chance, 
but Choice -and Deſign. And again, we ap- 
peal to Obſervation, whether any Bodies haye 
ſuch a power. of Fortuitous Motion : we 
ſhould ſurely have experiment of it in the Ef- 

te&s 
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fects of Nature and Art : No Body would 
| retain the ſame conſtant and uniform Weight 
according to its Bulk and Subſtance ; bur 
would vary perpetually, as that ſpontaneous 
power of Motion ſhould determin its preſent 
tendency. All the various Machins and Uten- 
fils would now and then play odd Pranks and 
Capricios quite contrary to their proper 
Structures and Deſigns of the Artificers. 
Whereas on the contrary all Bodies are ob- 
ſerved to have always a certain and determi- 
nate Motion according to the degrees of their 
External Impulſe, and their inward Principle 
of Gravitation, and the Refiſtence of the Bo- 
dies they occurr with : which therefore is 
without Error exactly foreſeen and computed 
by ſagacious Artiſts. And if ever Dead Mat- 
ter ſhould deviate from this Motion ; it could 
not proceed from it felt, but a Supernatural 
Agent ; and ought not to be called a Chance, 
but a Miracle. 

For Chance 1s but a mere Name, and re- 
ally Nothing in it ſelf: a conception of our 
own Minds, and only a Compendious way of 
ſpeaking, whereby we would expreſs, That 
ſuch Effects, as are commonly attributed to 
Chance, were verily produced by their true 

and 
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and proper Cauſes, but without their delign- 
ing to produce them. And in any Event called 
Caſual, if you take away the real and phyſical 


Cauſes, there remains nothing, bur a {imple 


Negation of the Agents intending ſuch an E- 
vent: which Negation being no rcal Entity, 
but a Conception only of Man's Intellect 
wholly extrinſecal to. the Action, can have no 
title to a ſhare in. the production. As 1n that 
famous Example ( which, Plutarch ſays, 1s the 
only one, where: Fortune 1s related to have 
done a thing artificially) of a Painter , that 
having finiſhed the Picture of a Horſe, CX- 
cepting the looſe Froth about his Mouth and 
his Bridle ; and after many unſucceſsfull eflays 
deſpairing to do that to his ſatisfaction, in a 
grcat rage threw his Spunge at 1t, all be- 
fmear'd, as it was, with the Colours ; which 
fortunately hitting upon the right place, by 
one bold ſtroke of Chance moſt exactly ſup- 
plied the want of Skill in the Artiſt : even here 
it is manifeſt, that conſidering the Quantity 
and Determination of the Motion, that was 
impreſfled by the Painter's hand upen the 
Spunge, compounded with the ſpecifick Gra- 
vity of the Spunge, and the refiſtence of the 


Air; the Spunge did mechanically and una- 


vaidably 
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yvoidably move in that particular line of Mo- 
tion, and ſo neceffarily hit upon that part of 
the Picture ; and all the paint, that it left there, 
was as certainly placed by true natural Cau- 
ſes, as any one ſtroke of the Pencil in the whole 
Piece. So that this ſtrange cftect of the Spunge 
was fortuitous only with reſpect to the Painter, 
ſecing he did not defign nor foreſee ſuch an 
effect ; bur in it ſelf and as to its real Cauſes 
it was neceflary and natural. In a word, the 
true notion of Fortune ( 75; 4; ) denoteth no 
more, than the Ignorance of ſuch an event in 
ſomeKnowingAgent concerned about it.Sothat 
it owes 1ts very Being to Human Underſtanding, 
and without relation to that is really Nothing. 
How abſurd then and ridiculous is the Arheilt, 
that would make this Fortune the cauſe of the 
Formation of Mankind ; whereas manifeſtly 
there could be no ſuch Thing or Notion in 
the World as Fortune, till Humane Nature 
was actually formed ? It was Man that firſt 
made Fortune, and not Fortune that produ- 
ced Man. For ſeeing that Fortune in its pro- 
per acceptation ſuppoſcth the Ignorance of 
ſomething, in a ſubject capable of Knowledge; 
if you take away Mankind, ſuch a Notion 
hath no Exiſtence, neither with relation to In- 

© B 2 animate 


' "if A Confutation of Atheiſm 


animate Bodies that can be conſcious of no- 
thing , nor to an Omniſcient God, that can 

be ignorant of nothing: And ſo likewiſe the 
adcquatc Meaning of Chance (78 Aunuars) (as 

it 1s diſtinguiſhed from Fortune ; in that the 
latter 1s underſtood to betall only Rational 
Agents, but Chance to be among Inanimate 
Bodics) 1s really a bare Negation, that figni- 

fies no more than this, That-any Effect among 

ſuch Bodies aſcribed to Chance, 1s verily pro- 
duced by Phylical Agents, according to the 
eſtabliſhed Laws of Motion, but without their 
Conſciouſneſs of concurring to the Product 

on, and without their Intention of ſuch an 
Effect. So that Chance in its true ſenſe 1s all 

one with Nature: and both words are uſed 
Plato X. de Legibus, promiſcuouſly by ſome ancient 
noe & %ve 3 yr $26 Writers to expreſs the ſame thing. 
51 ig 24% And we muſt be wary, leſt we a- 
Sr er de mixr.gns ſcribe any real Subliſtence or Per- 
ſonality to this Nature or Chance: 

for 1t 1s merely a notional and imaginary 
thing ; an abſtract Univerſal, which js proper- 

ly Nothing ; a Conception of our own ma- 

king, occaſlion'd by our reflecting upon the 
{cttled Courſe of things ; denoting only thus 
much, That all thoſe Bodies move and act 
according; 
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according to their cflential properties and qua- 

lities. without any conſciouſneſs or intention 

of ſo doing. - So that 1n this genuine accepra-- 
tion of Chance, here is nothing ſuppoſed, that 
can ſuperſede the known Laws of Natural 

Morion: and thus to attribute the Formation 

of Mankind to Chance, 1s all one with the for- 

mer Atheiſtical Aflertion, that aſcribes it ro 

Nature or Mechaniſm : and conſequently it 

hath received a prolix and ſufficient Refuta- 

tion in my preceding Diſcourſe. 

(3) But thirdly, 'ris likely that our Atheiſt 
may willingly renounce the Doctrine of Chance 
as a thing differing from Nature, and may al- 
low 1t to be the ſame thing, and that too no 
real and ſubſtantial Agent, but only an ab- 
ſtract intellectual Notion : but ſtill he hath 
another Expedient in reſerve, which 1s a mid- 
dle and ſafe way between the former rigour- 
ous Mechaniſm and the extravagancies of For- 
tuitous Motion: viz. That at the Beginning 
all things ('tis true) proceeded neceſſarily and 
fatally according to the Mechanical powers 
and affections of Matter : bur nevertheleſs the 
ſeveral Kinds of Animals-were not formed at 
the firſt trial and effort without one errer or 
miſcarriage ; (as-{triet Mechaniſm would _ 
« pole 3). 
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poſe;) but there was an immenſe Variety of 
Ferments and Tumors and Excreſcences of the 


Boo de »- Soul, pregnant and big with Fatrss of all 


Emped. 


=1maginable ſhapes and ſtructures of Body : 
Millions of which were utterly uncapable of 
Life and Motion, being the Mole, as it were, 
and the Abortions of Mother Earth : and ma- 
ny of thoſe that had Lite and Powers to pre- 
ſerve their own Individuals, yet wanted the 
due means of Propagation, and therefore could 
not tranſmit their Species to the following 
Ages : and that thoſe few only, that we now 
find in Being, did happen (tor he cannot ex- 
preſs it but by the Characters of a Chance ) 
to have all the parts neccflary not only for 
their own Lives, but for the Continuation of 
their Kinds. This 1s the favourite Opinion, 
among the Atheiſts, and the moſt plauſible 
of all; by which they think they may elude 
that moſt formidable Argument for the Be- 
ing of God, from the admirable contrivance 
of Organical Bodies and the exquiſite fitneſs 
of their ſeveral Parts for thoſe Ends and Uſes 
they are put to, and ſeem to have been de- 
{figned for. For, ſay they, ſeeing that thoſe 
innumerable Inſtances of Blunder and Defor- 


mity were quickly remoyed out of Know- 
ledge 
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ledge and Being ; it 1s plain that no Animals 
ought now to be found, but ſuch as have due 
Organs neceſlary for: their own nouriſhment 
and increaſe of cheir Kinds : ſo that this boaſt- 
ed Uſctulneſs of Parts, which makes Men at- 
tribute their Origination .to an intelligent and 
wiſe Agent, 1s really no argument at all : be- 
cauſe it follows alſo from the Atheiſts Aſſer- 
tion. For feeing that ſome Animals are ac&tn- 
ally preſerved in Being till now, - they muſt 
nceds all of them have thoſe parts that are 
of Uſe and Neceſlity : but That at firſt was 
only a Lucky Hit without Skill or Deſign, and 
ever ſince 1s a neceſflary condition of their 
Continuation. And ſo for inſtance, when they 
are urged with the admirable Frame and 


Structure of the Eye ; which conſiſts of fo- 


great a Varicty of Parts, all excellently a- 
dapted to the Uſes of Viſion ; that ( to omit 
Mathematical Conſiderations more proper for 


Opticks) hath its many Coats and Humors. 


tranſparent and colourleſs, leſt it ſhould tinge 
and ſophiſticate the Light that it lets in, by a 
natural Jaundice z that hath its Pupil fo con- 
ſtituted, as to admit of Contraction and Di- 


latation according to the differing degrees of- 


Light, and the Exigencies of ſceing ; that hath 
Evc- 
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Eye-lids ſo commodiouſly placed, to cleanſe 
the Ball from Duſt, to ſhed neceſſary moiſture 
upon it through numerous Glandules, and to 
be drawn over it like a Curtain for the con- 
venience of ſleep ; that hath a thouſand more 
Beauties in its figure and texture never ſtu- 
dicd nor admired enough : they will briskly 
reply, that they willingly concede all that can 
be ſaid in the commendation of ſo noble a 
member ; yet notwithſtanding they cannot 
Pſal. 945 admit for good reaſoning, He that formed the 
9 Eye, ſhall not he ſee ? for 1t was blind Nature 
alone or Matter mechanically moved with- 
out conſciouſneſs or direction, that made this 
curious Organ of Viftion. For the ſhort of 
the matter 1s this : This elegant ſtructure of 
the Eye is no more than 1s neceſlary to See- 
ing; and this noble faculty of Seeing is no 
more than is neceſſary to Life ; and conſe- 
quently is included in the very ſappoſici cion of 

any Animals living and continuing till now ; 
though thoſe be but the very few that at the 
beginning had the good fortune to have Eyes, 
among many nullions of Monſters that were 
Lacret, deſtitute of them, fine waltu caca reperta , 
h'5- and therefore did fatally periſh ſoon afrer 
their Birth. And thus when we inſiſt on 0- 
ther 
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ther like arguments of Divine Wiſdom in the 
frame of Animate Bodies; as the artificial Po- 
ſition of many Myriads of Valves, all fo ſicu- 
ate as to glve a free paſlage to the Blood and 
other Humors in their due Chanels and Cour- 
ſes, but not permit them to regurgitate and 
diſturb the great Circulation and Occonomy 
of Lite ; as the Spiral, and not Annulary, Fi- 
bres of the latcſtines for the better Exerciſc 
of their Fun&tions ; as the provident furniſh- 
ing of Temporary parts for the Fztzs during 
the time of geſtation , which are afterwards 
laid aſide ; as the ſtrange ſagacity of little In- 
ſects in chooſing of fit Places for the Excluſion 
of their Eggs, and for the proviſion of proper 
food, when the young ones are hatcht and 
need it ; as the ardent 24 or natural Aﬀecti- 
on in thoſe Animals, whoſe off-ſpring cannot 
at firſt procure their own ſuſtenance, but muſt 
infallibly periſh, if not fed by the Parents ; as 
the untaught InſtmEts and Impreſfſes upon 
every ſpecics, directing them without imita- 
tion or deliberation to the ready knowledge 
of proper food, to one and the beſt way of 
their preſervation and defence, and to the 
never-failing propagation of their own kind: 

what-ever Conſiderations of this nature you 
C pro- 
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propoſe to this Atheiſt, as indeed ſuch Inſtan- 


ces are innumerable, all evidently ſetting forth 
the Almighty's Wiſdom and Goodneſs to ſuch 
as are able to judge and will judge indiffe- 
rently and impartially ; he hath this one ſub- 
tcrfuge from them all, Thar theſe things are 
miſtaken for tokens of Skill and Contrivance, 
though they be but necctlary Conſequences 
of [the preſent Exiſtence of thoſe creatures. 
For he that ſuppoſeth any Animals to ſubliſt, | 
doth by that very ſuppoſition allow them 
every Mcmber and Faculty that are neceſlary 
to ſubſiſtence ; ſuch as are thoſe we haye juſt 
now enumerated. And therefore, unleſs we 
can prove 9 prior; and independent of this 
Uſefulneſs, now that Things are once ſuppoſed 
to have exiſted and propagated ; That among 
almoſt infinite Trials and Eflays at the begin- 
ning of things, among millions of monſtrous 
Shapes and iniperfect Formations, a few fuch 
Animals, as now cxiſt , could not poſſibly be 
produced ; theſe After-Conſiderations are of 
very little moment : becauſe if ſuch Animals 
could in that way poſſibly be formed, as 
might live and move and propagate their Be- 
ings; all this admired and applauded Uſcful- | 
neſs of their ſeycral Fabricks is but. a neceſ- | 
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ſary condition and conſequence of their Exi- 
ſtence and Propagation. 

This 1s the laſt pretence and ſophiſtry of 
the Atheiſts againſt the Propoſition in my Text, 
That we received our Life and Being from a 
| Divine Wiſdom and Power. And as they can- 
| not juſtly accuſe me of any ways concealing 
| or balking their grand Objection : ſo 1 believe 
theſe following Conſiderations will give them 
no reaſon to boaſt, That it cannot receive a 
juit and ſatisfactory Anſwer. 

(1) Firſt therefore, we affirm that we can 
prove and have done 1t already by arguments 
4 priori ( which is the challenge of the Atheiſts) 
that theſe Animals, that now exiſt, could not 
poſſibly have been formed at firſt by millions 
of trials. For ſeeing that they allow by their 
very Hypotheſis ( and without ſanding to that 
Courteſte we have proved it before ) that 
there can be-no Caſual or ſpontaneous Mo- 
tion of the Particles of Matter : it will fol- 
low that every ſingle Monſter among fo ma- 44utaq; 
ny ſuppoſed Myriads muſt have been mecha-" 


nically and neceflarily formed according to Pate 
the known Laws of Motion, and the tempera- 797 
| . ment and quality of the Matter that it was crer.s. 
| made of, Which 1s ſuthcient to eyince, that 
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yo ſuch Monſters were or could have been 


formed. For to denominate them even Mon- 
ſters; they muſt have had ſome rude kind of 
Organical Bodics; fome Stamina of Lite, though 
never fo clumſy ; ſome Syſtem of Parts con- 
pounded of Sohds and Liquids, that execu- 
ted ( though but bunglingly ) their peculiar 
Motions and Functions. But we have latcly 
ſhewn it impoſſible for Nature unafhited to 
conſtitute ſuch Bodies, whoſe ſtructure 1s a- 
gainſt the Law of Specifick Gravity. So that 
the could not make the leaſt endeavour to- 
wards the producing of a Monſter ; or of any 
thing that . hath more Vital and Organical 
Parts, . than we find in a Rock of Marble or 

a Fountain of Water. And again, though 
we ſhould not contend with them about their 
Monſters and Abortions ; yet ſeeing that they 
fuppole-even the perfe&t Animals, that are ſilt 
in. being, to have been formed mechanically 
among the reſt ; and only add ſome nnllions 
of Monſters to the reckoning ; they arc hiable 
eo all the Difficulties in the former Explica- 
tion, and arc expreſly rcfured through the: 
whole preceding Sermon : where it 1s abun- 


dantly ſhown, that a Spontancous Production. - 


s s againſt the Catholick Laws of Motion, and. , 
againſt. 
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againſt Matter of Fact ; ' a thing without Ex- 


ample, not only in Man and the nobler Ani- 
mals, but in the Smalleſt of Inſects and the 
Vileſt of Weeds: though the Fertility of the 
Earth cannot be ſaid to have been impaired 
ſince the beginning of the World. 

(2) Secondly, we may obſerve that this 
Evaſion of. the Atheiſt 1s fitted only to clude 
ſuch Arguments of Divine Wiſdom, as are 
taken from things Neceflary to the conſerya- 
tion of the Animal, as the Faculties of Sight 
and Motion and Nutrition, and the like;; be- 
cauſe ſuch Uſefulneſs is indeed included in a 
general Suppoſition of the Exiſtence of that 
Animal: but it miſerably fails. him againft 
other Reaſons from ſuch Members and Pow- 
ers of the Body, as are not nece{lary abfo- 
lutely to Liying and Propagating, but only 
much conduce to our better Subfiſtence: and 
happier Condition So that the moſt obvi- 
ous Contemplation of the frame of our Bo- 
dies; as that we all have double Snfories, 
two Eyes, two Ears, two Noſtrils, is an of 
fectual Confutation of this Atheiftical So- 
phiſm- For a double Organ of thete Senſes 
1s not at all comprehended in the Notion of 
bare Exiſtence : one of them being ſufficient 

. - to: 
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ro have preſerved Life, and 'kepr'up the < <pc- 
Cics 3 as common Experience 1s a witneſs. Nay 
even the very Nails of our Fingers are an in- 
fallible Token of. Deſign and- Contrivance : 
for they arc uſefull and convenient to give 
ſtrength and firmneſs to thoſe Parts in the 
various Functions they are put to; and to de- 


fend the numerous Nerves and Tendons that 


are under them, which have a moſt exquiſite 
ſenſe of Pain, and without that native Armour 
would continually be expoſcd to it: and yet 
who will ay, that Nails are abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to Humane Lite, and are concluded in 


the Suppoſition of Simple Exiſtence ? It is 


manifeſt therefore, that there was a Contri- 

vance and Foreſight of the Uſefulneſs of Nails 

antecedent to their Formation. For the old 
Lucree. ſtale pretence of the Atheiſts, That things were 
_— firſt made fortuitouſly, and afterwards their 
i a. Uſctulncſs was obſerved or diſcover'd, can have 
zeſt in rg place here; unlcſs Nails were either abſo- 
5; lutely requiſite to the Exiſtence of Mankind, 
- a} or were found only in ſome Individuals or 
{49%4 {;me Nations of men ; and-fo might be a- 


anatum 


ef,idpro- ſcribed to Neccſlity upcn one account, or to 


£727 #- Fortune upon the other. But from the Athe-. 


A iſt's ſuppoſition, That among the infinite Di- 


yerlity 
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yerlity: of the firſt terreſtrial Productions, there 
were Animals of all imaginable ſhapes and 
ſtructures of Body, all of which ſurvived and 
multiplied, that by reaſon. of their Make and 
Fabrick could poſſibly do ſo ; it-neceffarily 
follows, that we ſhould now have ſome Na- 
tions without Nails upon their Fingers ; others 
with one Eye only, as the Poets deſcribe the 
Cyclopes in Sicily, and the Arimaſpi in Scythia' ; 
others with one Ear, or one Noſtril, or indeed 
without any Organ of Smelling, becauſe that 
Senſe 1s not neceſſary to Man's: ſubſiſtence ; 
others deſtitute of the uſe of Language , ſfee- 
ing that Mutes alſo may live: one People 
would have the Feet of Goats, as the feign- 
ed Satyrs and Paniſci, another would reſem- 


- ble the Head of Zapiter: Ammon, or the horn- 


cd Statues of Bacchus : the Sciapodes, and Eno- Plinius& 


rtocite and other monſtrous Nations would be 
no longer Fables, but real inſtances in Nature : 
and, 1n a word, all the ridiculous and extra- 
vagant ſhapes that can be imagin'd, all the 
fancies and whimſics of Poets and Painters and 
#gyptian Jdolaters, if ſo be they are conſi- 
tent with Lite and Propagation, would be 
now actually in Bcing, if.our Atheiſt's Notion 
were true: which therefore may detcrycdly 


pals. 


Strabo. 
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paſs for a mere Dream and an Error : tll they 
pleaſe to make new Diſcoveries in Terra Incog- 
uita, and bring along with them ſome Sava- { 
ges of all theſe fabulous and monſtrous Con- | 
figurations.. : 

(3) Bur thirdly, that we may proceed yet * 
further with the Atheiſt, and convince him, ! 
that not only his Principle i is abſurd, but his ; 
Conſequences allo as abſurdly deduced from 
it: we will allow him an uncertain extrava- ; 
gant Chance againſt the natural Laws of Mo- : 
cion : though not forgetting that that notion | 
hath been refuced betore, and therefore this ! 
Conceſſion is wholly ex abundanti. 1 ſay then, | 
that though there were really ſuch a thing as 
this Chance or Fortune ; yet notwithſtanding | 


mation of Human Bodies to a Caſt of this 
Chance. For let us conſider the very Bodies ! . 
themſelves. Here are © contefledly all the | 
marks and characters of Deſign in their ſtruc- : 
cure, that can be required, though one ſup- 
poſe a Divine Author had made them : here ! 
1s nothing in the. Work it ſelf, unworthy of ! 
ſo great a Maſter: here are no intrinſecal ar- | 
guments from the Subject againſt the truth | 
of that Suppolition. Have we then any capa- 
city 


it is down-right madneſs to aſcribe the For+ | | 
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city to judge and dittinguiſh, what 1s by 


1 Chance, and what by Arr and Wiſdom ? Can 
! we'be ſure, when a Medal is dilg out of the 


ground, with ſome Roman Emperor's Image 
upon it, and an Inſcription that agrees to his 
Titles and Hiſtory, and an Impreſe upon the 
Reverſe relating to fome memorable occur- 
rence 1n his life; can we be ſure, that this Me- 
dal was really coined by an Artificer, or 1s but 
a Product of the Soil from whence it was ta- 
ken, that might caſually or naturally receive 
that texture and figure : as' many kinds of Fof- 
fils are very odly and elegantly ſhaped ac- 
cording to the modification of their conſtitu- 


ent Salts, or the cavities they were formed in? 
| Is it a matter of doubt and controverſie, whe- 
| ther the Pillar of Trajan or Antoninus, the Ru- 
| 1ns of Perſepolis, or the late Temple of Minerva 
| were the Deſigns and Works of ArchiteCture ; 


or perhaps might originally cxiſt fo, or be rar 
fed up 1n an Earthquake by ſubterraneous Va» 
pour? Do not we all think our fclyes infalli- 
bly certain, that this or that very commodt 
ous Houſe muſt needs have been bile by Hu- 


| mane Art; though perhaps a natural Cave in 
| a Rock may have ſomething not much unlike 
| to Parlors or Chambers ? And yet he muſt be 
| a mere [diot, that cannot difcern-more Strokes 


— 
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and Characters of Workmanſhip 1n the Strucs | 
ture of an Animal (1a an Humane Body eſpe- | 
cially) than in the moſt elegant Medal or A&di- | 
fice in the World. They will believe the firſt 
Parents of Mankind to have been fortuitouſly 
formed without Wiſdom or Art: and that for 
this ſolid reaſon, Becauſe it 1s not ſimply im- 
poſſible, but that they may have been formed | 
ſo. And who can demonſtrate (if Chance be ! 
once admitted of) but that poſibly all the In- | 
ſcriptions and other remains of Antiquity may ! 
be mere Luſus Nature, and not Works of Hu- : 
mane Artifice. If this be good reaſoning, ler ! 
us no longer make any pretences to Judgment } 
or a faculty of diſcerning between things Pro- | 

bable and Improbable: tor, except flat contra- ! 
dictions, we may upon equal reaſons bclieve | 

all things, or nothing at all. And do the A- 

theifts thus argue 1n common matters of Life ? | 
Would they have Mankind Iye idle, and lay | 

alide all care of Provitions by Agriculture or } 
es Ds Abs Commerce; becauſe poſlibly the | 
ioſa fidem res Forfitan, & Dillolution of the World may 
graviter terrarum moribus Happen the next moment? Had | 
| EOISITE "®  Dinocrates really carved Mount | 
AtF.os 1nto a. Statue of Alexander | 

the Great, and had the memory of the fact 


been obliterated by ſome accident ;, who could. 
after- 


wo 
2 
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afterwards have proved it umpoſlible, but that 
it might caſually have been formed fo ? for 
every Mountain muſt have ſome determinate 
figure, and why then nota Humane one, as 
poſſibly as another? And yet I ſuppoſe none 


! could have ſeriouſly believed ſo, upon this 
{ bare account of Poſſibility. Tis an opinion, 
! that generally obteins among Philoſophers, 
' That there is but one Common Matter, which 
! 1s diverſified by Accidents, and the ſame nu- - 
| merical quantity of it by variations of Texture 
' may conſtitute ſucceſſively all kinds of Bodies - 


in the World. So that 'tis not abſolutely im- 
poſlible ; but that, if you take any other Mat- 
ter of cqual weight and ſubſtance with the 


Body of a Man, you may blend ic ſo long, 


cill it be ſhuffled intro Humane ſhape and an 


| Organical ſtructure. But who is he. ſo aban- 
j; don to ſottiſh credulity, as to think, upon 
! that Principle, That a clod of Earth in a Sack 
| may ever by eternal ſhaking reccive the Fa- 
| brick of Man's Body? A 


yet this 1s very 
near a-kin, nay it is exactly parallel to the rea- 
ſoning of Atheiſts about fortuicous Produdcti- 
on. If mere Poflibility be a good foundation 


for Bclicf ; even Lzcian's True Hiſtory may be pateph. 
true upon that account, and Palephatus's Tales T#! Ax 
credibile= 

eats 


Sous 


may be credible in ſpite of the Title. 
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It hath been excclleatly well urged 1o this 
caſe both by Ancients and Moderns, that to | 
attribute ſuch admirable Structures to blind 
Fortune or Chance, is no leſs abſurd than to | 
ſuppoſe, That if innumerable figures of the 
X XIII Letters be caſt abroad at random, they | 
might conſiucute in due order the whole Aineis | 
Cicero of Virgil or the Annales of Ennius. Now the | 
pretend to clude this Compari- ! 
as if the Caſe was not fairly ſtated. For 

herein we firſt make an Idea of a particular ! 
- Poem ; and then demand, it Chance can poli | 
bly deſcribe That: and ſo we conceive Man's | 
Body thus actually formed, and then affirm 
that it exceeds the power of Chance to con- 
{itute a Bein: 
235.to expect ] 


de Naiu- Arheilts ma 
rum, 2. ſon; 


g like That: which, they may ay, 
mitation from Chance, 'and not 
fmple Production. Bur at the firſt 
of things there was no Copy to be followed, 
nor any prz-cxiſtent Form of Humane Bodies 
to be inutated. So that to put the caſe fairly, 
we ſhould ſtrip our minds and fancies from 
any particular Notion and Idea of a Living 
Body or a Poem : and then we ſhall under- 
ſtand, that what Shape and Structure ſoever 
ſhould be at firſt caſually formed, fo that it 
could live and propagate, might be Man : and 
whatſocver ſhould reſult from the ſtrowing of 


Beginnin 


thoſe- 


' declare, that great Multitudes of 
- , each Specics.of Animals did for- ue Joci regio opportuna da- 
! tuitouſly emerge out of the Soil b + 

; _ diſtant Countries and Cli- 4 1bid. inde loci morias 


from the Origin of Hamane Bodies, 29 
thoſe looſe Lercers, that made any Senſe and 
Meaſures, might be the Poem we ſeek for. 

- Towhich we reply, That if we ſhould aHlow 
them, that there was no pre-cxiſtent Idea of 
Humane Nature, till it was actually formed, 
( for the Idea of Man in the Divine Intelle& 
muſt not now be conſider'd) yet becauſe they 


Lucret. 5. Hine #b JUE- 
atur, Creſcebant uteri,ec: 


lia {ecla creavit, Multa 


| rhates; what could that be leſs modis mutris varia ratione 
| than Imitation in blind Chance, © 

| to make rhany Individuals of one Species fo 

| exactly alike ? Nay though they ſhould now, 


to croſs us and eyade the force of the Aron- 
ment, deſert their ancient Dottrine, and oa. 
rive all ſorts of Animals from finglc Originals 
of each kind, which ſhould be the common. 
Parents of all the Race: yet ſurely even: in. 
this- account they mult neceſſarily conſtitute 
Two at lealt, Male and- Female, in eyery Spe- 
cies; which Chance could neither make ſo 
very nearly alike, without Copying and Imi- 


tation ; nor ſo uſefully differing, without Con- 


trivance and Wiſdom. So that let them take 
whether they will: If they deduce all Animals 
from. lingle pairs: of. a fort; eyen to make the 
end es | YECC 16 - 
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mer. cap. 
de Pro- 
greſſione, 


Second of a Pair, 1s to write after a Copy; it 
is, in the former compariſon, by the caſting of 
looſe Letters to compoſe the pra-exiſtent par- | 
ticular Poem of Ennius : But if they make nu- | 
merous Sons and Daughters of Earth among | 
evcry Species of Creatures, as all their Authors | 
have ſuppoſed ; this 1s not only, as was ſaid be- 
fore, to believe a Monky may once ſcribble ! 
the Leviathan of Hobbes, but may do the ſame ! 
frequently by an Habitual kind of Chance,cyen | 
aboyec the number of all the Imprethon. | 

Let us conſider, how next to Impoſſible it | 
is, that Chance (1f there were ſuch a thing ) ! 
ſhould in ſuch.an immenſe Variety wt Parts in 
an Animal twice hit upon the ſame Structure, 
ſo as to make a Male and a Female. Let us 
reſume the former inſtance of the XX11I1II Let- 
ters thrown at random upon the ground. "Tis 


Tacqueres a Mathematical Demonſtration , That theſe 
#i Arith- XX JLII do admit of fo many Changes in their 


order, may make ſuch a long roll of different- 
ly ranged Alphabets, not two of which are a- 
hke ; that they could not all be exhauſted, 
though a Million millions of Writers ſhould 
each write above a thouſand Alphabets a-day 
for the ſpace of a Million mullions of years. 
What ſtrength of Imagination can extend it 
{clf to embrace and comprehend ſuch a pre- 
digious 


"los from the Origin of Humane Bodtes. 31 
— { digious Diverſity ? And it 1 as intallibly. cer- 
| tain, that ſuppoſe any you order of the 
of | Alphabet to be aſſigned, and the XXIIII Ler- 
Al- | rers:to be caſt at a venture, ſo as to fall in a 
W- 5 Line; it is ſo many Million of millions odds 
Ng } to one againſt any ſingle throw, that the af- 
IIS {| figned Order will not be caſt. Let us now 
X- | ſuppoſe, there be oniy a thouſand conſtxuenc 
le | Mcmbers in the Body of a Man, (that we may 
Ne ! take few enough) it 1s plain that the different 
en 5 Poſition and Situation of theſe thouſand Parts, 
.* } would make fo many differing Compounds 
IC! and diſtinct Species of Animals. And if only 
2) | XXII Parts, as before, may be ſo multifart- 
IN | ouſly placed and order'd, as to make many 
Ic, } Millions of Milhons of dift:ring Rows : in 
us | the ſuppoſition of a thouſand parts, how im- 
ct=. | menſe mult that capacity of Variation be ? eyen 
I's beyond all thought and denonuntion, to be 
le expreſſed only in mute Figures, whoſe multi- 
eC | plied Powers are beyond the narrowneſs of 
t- | Language, and drown the Imagination in a- 
a= { ſftomiſhment and confuſion. Eſpecially if WC 
obſerve, that the Varicty of the Alphabet cone 
ld } fderd above, was 1n mere Longitude only : 
ay | but the Thouſand parts of our Bodies may be 
rs. | Diverſified by Situation 1n all the Dimentzons 
it | of Solid Bodics: which multiplics all oyer and 
Q- © | OVEr 
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over again, and overwhelms the fancy in a 
new Abyſs of unfathomable Number. Now 
it is demonſtratively certain , that it is all this 
odds to one, againſt any particular trial, That 
No one man could by caſual production be 
framed like another ; ( as the Atheiſts ſuppoſe 
thouſands to be in ſeveral regions of the Earth;) 
and I think 'tis rather more odds than lefs, that 
no one Female could be added to a Male ; in 
as much as that moſt neccſlary Difference of 
Sex is a higher token of Divine Wiſdom and 
Skill, above all the power of Fortuitous Hits, 
than the very Similitude of both Sexes in the 
other parts of the Body. And again we muſt 
conſider, that the vaſt imparity of this Odds 
againſt the accidental likeneſs of two Caſual 
Formations 1s never keſſen'd and diminiſh'd by 
Trying and Caſting. *Tis above a Hundred 
to one againſt any particular throw, That you 
do not caſt any given Sere of Faces with four 
Cubical Dice : becauſe there arc ſo many ſe- 
veral Combinations of the fix Faces of four 
Dice. Now after you have caſt all the trials 
but one: 'ris ſtill as much odds at the laſt re- 
maining time, as it was at the firſt. For blind 
infen{ible Chance cannot = cunning by 
mahy experiments; neither have the preceding 


Caſts any influence upon thoſe that come m_ 
© 
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— {| & that if this Chance of the Atheiſts ſhould 
1 4 Þ have cflayed in vain to make a Species for a 
P% | Million millions of Ages , *tis ſtill as many 
hat Millions odds againſt that Formation, as ic 

be | Was ab the firſt moment in the beginning of 

of. | Things. How incredible is it therefore; that 

h:) it ſhould hit upon two Productions alike, 

b fd within ſo ſhort duration of the world, accord- Luc. 5. 
| -| ing to the Doctrine of our Atheiſts? how much #799 

more, that it ſhould do fo within the compals Ze »- 

of a hundred years, and of a ſmall tract of 
Ground; ſo that this Male and Female might ans” 
come together ? If any Atheiſt can be induced N'»r2 
1 | to ſake his Soul for a wager, againſt ſuch an 5;,-que 
inexhauſtible diſproportion; let him never here- 2ri4em 
after accuſe others-of Eaſineſs and Credulity.” _—_ 
Dy (4) Bur fourthly, we will ſtill-make more 
<4 | ample Conceſſions, and ſuppoſe with the A- 
theiſt, that his Chance has actually formed 
all Animals in their terreftrial Wombs.' ' Let. 
us ſce now, how he will preſerve them to 
Maturity - of Birth What Climate will he 
cheriſh them in, that they be not inevitably 
deſtroyed by Moiſture or Cold? Where is that 
id | xquability of Nine Months warmth to be 
found ? that uniform warmth, which 1s ſo ne- 
ceſſary even inthe incubation of Birds, much 
more'in the time of geſtation of Viviparous A- 
by * hr E nimals 
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nimals. 1 know, his Party have placed this: 


great Scene in gypt, or ſomewhere berween 
the two Tropicks. Now not to mention the 


Cool of the Nights, which alone would de-_ | 


ſtroy the Conceptions; 'tis known that all 
thoſe Countries #r: cither inceſſant Rains 
every year for whole months together, or are 
quite laid under water by Flouds from the 
higher Grounds, which would certainly cor- 
rupt and putrefy all the teeming Wombs of 


the Earth, and extinguiſh the whole brood of | 


Embryons by untimely Abortions, 

(5s) But fifthly, we will fill be more oblt- 
ging to this Atheiſt, and grant him his petitt- 
on, That Nature may bring forth the young 
Infants vitally intothe World. Let us ſkenow 
what Suſtcnance, what Nurſes he hath provi- 
ded for them. If we conſider che preſent 
Conſtitution of Nature; we mult affirm, that 
moſt Specics mult have been loſt for want of 


foſtering and feeding. *'Tis a great miſtake. 


that, that Man only comes weak and helpleſs 
into the world: whereas tis apparent, that 
excepting Fiſh and Inſe&s (and not all of 
them neither) there are very few or no Crea- 
tures, that can provide for themſc]ves ar firſt 
without the aſſiſtance of Parents. So that un- 


le& they ſuppoſe Mother Earth to.be a greas 
Animal,. 
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—_ SST Goa Fiils n-a38.2. FILES Jae: Ea I PI RY yore yoey An as 
Animal, 8nd to hays; nurtured up her yourg Qttspring 
with a conſcious Tenderneſs and providential Care hos 
is no poſlible help for it, but they muſt have been doi 
bly ſtarved both with hunger ang cold, 

(6) But ſixthly, we will be yer more civil to this. 
Atheiſt, and forgive bim, this Difficulty glſo. Let us ſup». 
poſe the firſt Animals mzintain'd themſelves with fogd,. 
though we cannot tell how, Bur then what ſecurity hath 
he made for the Preſervation of Humang Race frogs the 
Jaws of ravenous Beaſts The Divine Writings, have, 
acquainted us, that God at the beginning gaye Mankind 
Dominion, (an impreſſed awe and authority) over every Gen, 1.2%; 
living thing that moveth upon the Earth. in the A- 
theiſts Zypothefis there are no imaginable means of. De- 
fence. For 'tis manifeſt, that ſo many Beaſts of Prey, 

Lions, Tigres, Wolves and the like, ' being of the 
fame age with Man, and arriving at the top of their 
__ in one year or two, muſt needs haye worried 
and deyoured thoſe forJorn Brats of our Atheiſts, eyen 
before they were weand from the Foramina Terrg : or at pe. 4 
leaſt in a ſhorttime after, Seingor all the Carnivorous ; 
Animals would have multiplied exceedingly by ſeveral 
Generations ; before thoſe Children, that eſcaped at fl 
eould come to the Age of Puberty. So- that Men would: 
always leſſen, and their Enemies always encreaſe, | 
But ſome of them will here pretend, that Epicyrus was: 
out in this matter ; and that they were not borg mere: 
Infants out of thoſe Wombs of 'the Earth ; but Men at- 
their full growth, and in the prime of their ſtrength. 
But I pray whas ſhould hinder thoſe grown lully Infants, 
from breaking ſoongr thoſe Membranes that involved: 
them ; as the Shell of the Egg is broken by the Bird, and: 
the Amnios by the Fetus > Were the Membranes ſo 
thick and tough, that the Fetu mult ſtay there, till he 
had teeth to eat through them, as young Maggots do 
through a Gall 2 But /ct w anſwer theſe Fools according to- 


their 
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their Folly.” Tet us grant, that they Were born with Beards, 

and in the full time of Manhood. They are not yet inany 
better condition : here are ſtill many Enemies againſt few, 
many Species againſt One ; and thoſe Enemies ſpeedily 
multiplying in the ſecond and third and much lower ge- 
nerations; whereas the Sons of the Firſt Men muſt have 
a tedious time of Childhood and Adoleſcence, before they 


. ? . 
'can either themſelves aſſiſt their Parents, or encourage 


them with new hopes of Poſterity. And we muſt conſider 
withall,: that (in the notion of Atheiſm) thoſe Savages 
were. not then, what civilized Mankind is now ; but 
Mutum'& turpe pecus, without Language, without mutual 
Society, without Arms of Offence, without Houſes or: 
Fortifications® an obvious and expoſed Prey to the.ravage 
of devouring Beaſts; a moſt ſorry and miſerable Plantati- 
on towards the Peopling of a World. | 


And nawihat I have followed the Atheiſts through ſo ! 


- many dark mazes of Error and Extravagance: having to 


my knowledge omitted nothing on their ſide, that looks . 


like a Difficulty ; nor propoſed any thing in Reply, but 
O 


what I my ſelf really believe to'be a juit and folid An- 
ſwer : I ſhall here cloſe up the Apoſtle's Argument of the 
Exiſtence of God from the conſideration of Humane Na- 
ture. And I appeal to all ſober and-impartial Judges of 
what hath been deliver'd ; Whether thoſe-Noble Facul- 
ties of cur Souls may be only @a- mere Sourid ind' Echo 
from the claſhing of ſenſleſs Atoms, or rather indubitably 
mult proceed from a Spiritual Subſtance of a Heavenly 
and Divine Extraction : whether theſe admirable Fabricks 
of our Bodies ſhall be aſcribed to the fata! Motions or for- 
tuitous Shufflings of blind Matter, or rather beyond con- 
troverſy to the Wiſdom and Contrivance ©: the Almighty 


Excellent ix Working. To whom, &c. 
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